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WELCOME! 

Thank you for attending the 25th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Awards. To-
night the Santa Cruz County community comes together to celebrate and recog-
nize some of today’s young Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Queer, Questioning, Intersex, 
and Asexual (LGBTQIA+) leaders and their individual and organizational allies. 
The Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County (QYTF) is proud to welcome 
you to this year’s awards ceremony. Please join us in recognizing all the nomi-
nees for the following award categories: the Queer Youth Leadership Award, the 
Ally to Queer Youth Award, and the Organizational Ally to Queer Youth Award.   

QYLA has been many things to many people. QYLA is about gathering as a com-
munity, bearing witness, visibility, celebration, raucous applause, and, above all, 
an outpouring of love. We thank our trailblazers for helping us get as far as we 
are today, and as we look to the future, we know there is still so much more to be 
done. We will work to continue inspiring youth leaders, allies, and organizations 
to create positive change for the LGBTQIA+ community for the next 25 years 
and beyond.

Thank you to the many volunteers and sponsors of QYLA! 

Core Production Team of the 2022 Queer Youth Leadership Awards

25TH ANNUAL QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS

QUEER YOUTH TASK FORCE
P. O. Box 3143
Santa Cruz, CA 95063
(831) 427-4004
www.QYTF.org
info@QYTF.org

May 14, 2022

QUEER YOUTH TASK FORCE
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Stuart Rosenstein — Chair
Cassie Blume
Dean Maynard
Phillip Gomez
Stella Moreno

Queer Youth Task Force

BIENVENIDOS!

Gracias por asistir a la 25ª edición de los Premios Anuales de Liderazgo Juvenil 
Queer. Esta noche, la comunidad del condado de Santa Cruz se reúne para cel-
ebrar y reconocer a algunos de los líderes jóvenes lesbianas, gays, bisexuales, 
queer, intersexuales y asexuales (LGBTQIA+) y sus aliados individuales y organi-
zacionales. El Grupo de Trabajo de Jóvenes Queer del Condado de Santa Cruz 
(QYTF) se enorgullece en darle la bienvenida a la ceremonia de premiación de 
este año. Únase a nosotros al reconocer a todos los nominados para las siguientes 
categorías de premios: el Premio al Liderazgo de la Juventud Queer, el Premio 
Aliado a la Juventud Queer y el Premio Aliado Organizacional a la Juventud Queer.

QYLA ha sido muchas cosas para muchas personas. QYLA se trata de reunirnos 
en comunidad, dar testimonio, visibilidad, celebración, estruendosos aplausos y, 
sobre todo, una efusión de amor. Agradecemos a nuestros pioneros por ayudar-
nos a llegar tan lejos como estamos hoy y, al mirar hacia el futuro, sabemos que 
aún queda mucho por hacer. Trabajaremos para continuar inspirando a líderes 
juveniles, aliados y organizaciones para crear un cambio positivo para la comu-
nidad LGBTQIA+ durante los próximos 25 años y más.

¡Gracias a los muchos voluntarios y patrocinadores de QYLA!

Equipo de Producción Central de los Premios al Liderazgo Juvenil Queer 2022
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An individual’s gender pronouns can be binary masculine, binary feminine, gender neutral, beyond the binary, or culturally 
specific. Some individuals are comfortable with more than one set of pronouns and may designate both sets when intro-
ducing themselves, on their name badge, or as part of an electronic signature or virtual platform such as Zoom. There are 
thousands of pronouns, and with the increased awareness for gender inclusive language, these terms are always growing.  
It should be noted that a person’s pronouns are not “preferred” as this implies it is not necessary to identify them in this 
way.  Always use the pronouns individuals’ identify as their accurate pronouns.

They/theirs usage as a singular pronoun dates back to the 
16th century, and has received much criticism in the last 
few decades as pressure for gender inclusive language has 
increased.  Many will veil socialized transphobia by insist-
ing “they” is only a plural pronoun in “correct” English, but 
it has been used in a singular context for centuries. One 
should never tell another person that their pronouns are 
“incorrect.”  For more information on how to ask, please 
see the section “Appropriate ways to ask about someone’s 
pronouns” below.

Of note, “they” was officially recognized by linguists as a 
gender-neutral pronoun at the American Dialect Society in 
January 2016, and the Post’s style guide ratified the usage of 
“they”  in 2015.  Post copy editor Bill Walsh explained that 
the singular they is “the only sensible solution to English’s 
lack of a gender-neutral third person singular personal pro-
noun.”

“He” is a masculine pronoun and “she” is a feminine pro-
noun.  Both pronouns can be used by all genders.  They 
are not restricted in any way to the gender binary as many 
non-binary individuals will use one or both depending on 
how they identify.

PRONOUNS GUIDE

Spivak pronouns are gender neutral pronouns that are con-
stantly being created as individuals develop language to 
describe their identity and/or gender experience.  These 
include some of the pronouns listed above.  Many culturally 
specific gender pronouns also fall in this category.

Appropriate ways of asking about someone’s pronouns 
include:

• Offering your name and pronouns in your introduction 
before asking for theirs

• For our new virtual world: include your pronouns with 
your name on virtual platforms like Zoom

• Politely asking how someone would like you to address 
them: “What pronouns do you use?”

If you make a mistake, don’t panic! Apologize, use their cor-
rect pronoun, and move on in the conversation.  If you are 
unsure about how to use someone’s pronoun, it is always 
better to ask than to assume and misgender them. 

Similarly, it is never appropriate to assume, and generally it 
is not appropriate to ask for information about an individ-
ual’s “real name,” sex assigned at birth, genitalia, hormone 
or surgical treatments.

He

Him

His

His

Himself

She

Her

Her

Hers

Herself

They

Them

Their

Theirs

Themself

E/Ey

Em

Eir

Eirs

Eirself

Per

Per

Pers

Pers

Perself

Sie

Sir

Hir

Hirs

Hirself

Ve

Ver

Vis

Vers

Verself

Zie

Zim

Zir

Zirs

Zirself
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PROGRAM
OPENING
Estrellas de Esperanza

STATE SENATOR JOHN LAIRD
State of California, Senate District 17

PERFORMANCE
“It’s Oh So Quiet” performed by Rogelio Valdez-Perez

PERFORMANCE
2022 QYLA Queer Youth Choir

HONORING QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
Nominees

QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Awardee Aaron Gonzales

QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Awardee Gensen DeLeon

QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Awardee Lucía Umeki-Martínez

HONORING ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH AWARD
Nominees

ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH AWARD
Awardee Ashlyn Adams

QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
Awardee Zanthee Schwarzmann

HONORING ORGANIZATIONAL ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH
Nominees

ORGANIZATIONAL ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH
Awardee Teen Health Outreach Program, Santa Cruz County Health Services 
Agency

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS – 1998

FINALE

WELCOME

TRIBUTE TO UNSUNG HEROES

INTERMISSION
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CAMILA SNYDER-ALANIZ
She/ Her/ Hers & They/Them/Theirs
Student, Santa Cruz High School | Co-president, Santa 
Cruz High School Rainbow Alliance

Camila Snyder-Alaniz is a senior at Santa Cruz High School. 
They have been active in the queer community since fresh-
man year, when they were elected as Co-President of their 
school’s Rainbow Alliance. They love theater and art, and 
will attend Cabrillo College in the fall. Their hobbies include 
reading a good book, rock climbing, playing guitar, and rid-
ing their bike around town. Camila is honored, and super 
stoked to be co-hosting QYLA 2022!! 

HOLLY BOYD
They/Them/Theirs
Student, Harbor High School | President, Harbor High 
School QSA

Holly Boyd is a Senior at Harbor High and president of the 
Harbor High QSA. Outside of school they currently play 
Horton the Elephant in Harbor High’s Seussical, play bass 
in the band Street Freak, and work tech for various perfor-
mances in Santa Cruz. They plan on studying lighting and 
sound technology at UCLA after high school. 

EMCEES

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
STATE SENATOR JOHN LAIRD
He/Him/His
State of California, Senate District 17

John Laird was elected to the State Senate in November 
2020. Previously, Laird served as Secretary of the California 
Natural Resources Agency under Governor Brown. In 2002, 
he was elected to the State Assembly, authoring 82 bills. 
In 1994, Laird was elected to the Cabrillo College Board of 
Trustees. In 1981, Laird was elected to the Santa Cruz City 
Council and served nine years. As a two-term mayor, he 
was one of the first openly gay mayors. Laird served as ex-
ecutive director of the Santa Cruz AIDS Project. The son of 
teachers and raised in Vallejo, Laird graduated with honors 
in politics from UCSC in 1972. He lives in Santa Cruz with 
his spouse John Flores.
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ESTRELLAS DE ESPERANZA
Estrellas de Esperanza (Stars of Hope) is a Mexican folk dance group started by Ruby Vasquez in 2007. Estrellas de Esper-
anza is located in Watsonville and works with youth from kindergarten to twelfth grade. Besides the benefits of physical 
exercise that dance provides, over thirty youth participants also make cultural connections, form a positive self-image, 
and develop their confidence and courage as they become performers on stage. Over the years, Estrellas de Esperanza 
has learned dances from ten different regions of Mexico. This evening they will perform two dances from the state of 
Nuevo Leon, “Pavido Navido” and “El Mezquiton”. Traditionally the girls wear a skirt and blouse but with the permission 
of Maestro Jose Tena, Estrellas de Esperanza performs these dances with all dancers dressed in what’s typically the boys’ 
outfit; the traditional suede jacket with fringe and cowboy-style hat. 

PERFORMERS

SCHOOLS NOW!
We are honored to welcome back our 
2020 and 2021 Queer Youth Leader-
ship nominees and awardees to the 
2022 QYLA Red Carpet to reflect on 
how the past few years have gone for 
them, and what school is like now. 
These brave students were creating 
positive change in their schools and 
communities during the most isolat-
ing years of the pandemic, and we are 
excited to hear how, and what they’re 
doing now.
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2022 QYLA QUEER YOUTH CHOIR
Pictured Left to Right

NICK MENDOZA (he/him) is a student at Aptos High School and sings in the school’s chamber choir. Nick writes poetry 
and is also active in his school’s drama department, where he recently performed in the spring musical.

ROGELIO VALDEZ-PEREZ (he/him) is a senior at Watsonville High who loves music and loves to sing. He is also the lead 
singer of the local band Enchilados. Rogelio hopes to continue singing and making music and being his authentic self.

CATHERINE LEAL (she/they/he) is a student at Aptos High. They sing in the school’s chamber choir and are also a part of 
the drama department. She was also recently involved in the school’s performance of Seussical™ the musical and is an 
active member of the Aptos High School Youth Activists Club.

LU LUDINGTON (they/them) is a senior at Alternative Family Education. They are in a band with their older brother and 
are active in their theater community.

PERFORMERS

ROGELIO VALDEZ-PEREZ
He/Him/His

Rogelio (he/him) is a senior at Watsonville High who loves 
music and loves to sing. He is the lead singer of the lo-
cal band Enchilados, and for the Queer Youth Leadership 
Awards he will sing a song of his choice. The song that was 
chosen is ‘It’s Oh So Quiet’ by Björk, one of his favorite 
artists. Rogelio says of the song “I just love this song! It’s 
weird, about love, it's fun, it just fills you up with good en-
ergy.” Rogelio hopes to continue singing and making music 
and being his authentic self.
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DINNER ENTERTAINMENT
LOS ENCHILADOS
Los Enchilados is an indie rock band 
from Watsonville California formed 
in November of 2021. The band was 
formed by lead singer Rogelio Val-
dez (He/Him), guitarist/bassist Mi-
guel Martinez (He/Him), drummer 
Michael Jimenez (He/Him), and later 
accompanied by guitarist Daniel Gala-
viz (He/Him). The members all attend 
Watsonville High School and range in 
age from fifteen to seventeen years 
old. After much practice and a few 
live performances the young band is 
gratified to play music for the Queer 
Youth Leadership Awards and is happy 
to support those who are members of 
the LGBTQIA+ community. 

Authorized and paid for by Jimmy Panetta for Congress PO Box 103, Carmel Valley, CA 93924 FEC ID# C00592154
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congratulates all 2022 QYLA nominees!congratulates all 2022 QYLA nominees!

Calling all LGBTQIA+ creatives,Calling all LGBTQIA+ creatives,  
ages 15-19!ages 15-19!

Interested in performing, writing,
activism, or social justice? 

Come learn the tools you need 
to amplify your voice!

Now enrolling for Fall 2022Now enrolling for Fall 2022

Contact us for more details at

Contact us for more details at

Admin@westperformingarts.com

Admin@westperformingarts.comQA N  L G B T Q I A +A N  L G B T Q I A +A N  L G B T Q I A +    
Y O U T HY O U T HY O U T H

P E R F O R M A N C EP E R F O R M A N C EP E R F O R M A N C E
P R O G R A MP R O G R A MP R O G R A M

Paid for by John Laird for Senate 2024, FPPC ID: 1434540, 343 Soquel Avenue #426, Santa Cruz, CA 95062, info@LairdforCASenate.com

Congratulations
to the 2022 QYLA Nominees & Awardees!

 
I’m thankful to you, as well as all LGBTQIA+ leaders 

and their allies, for your commitment to making  
our community safer for all.



1125th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Award

“IN TOO MANY PLACES ACROSS THE

COUNTRY, WE ARE SEEING LGBTQ YOUTH

UNDER ATTACK. THESE YOUNG PEOPLE

DESERVE SAFE SPACES WHERE THEY CAN

HAVE A CHANCE TO THRIVE, BE THEIR

AUTHENTIC SELF, AND BECOME THE

LEADERS OUR COMMUNITIES AND OUR

NATION NEEDS. 

THERE IS INCREDIBLE STRENGTH IN OUR

DIVERSITY – AND LGBTQ YOUTH BRING

A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE AND LIVED

EXPERIENCES THAT HELP US TO BUILD A
BETTER, MORE UNDERSTANDING AND

EMPATHETIC, AND VIBRANT SOCIETY.

I AM SO PROUD OF THE WORK BEING

DONE BY THE QUEER YOUTH TASK FORCE

IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY – AND

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE QYLA 
AWARDEES! KEEP DOING YOUR GREAT

WORK AND BEING LEADERS IN YOUR

COMMUNITIES.” 
-- CONGRESSWOMAN ZOE LOFGREN

BE STRONG. 
BE RESILIENT.
BE OUTSPOKEN.
BE LEADERS. 
BE YOU.         
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Est 2010
open 11:30am til 10pm everyday

1520 Mission St., Santa Cruz
7941 Soquel Dr., Aptos
burgerlovesbeer.com 

OFFICE OFTH
E

STUDENT EQUITY

Cabrillo College Congratulates the

Queer Youth Leadership Honorees of 2022

Equity at Cabrillo College is the commitment to cultivate

an inclusive teaching and learning environment by

providing equitable support, access, and opportunities

for success that emphasizes historically underrepresented

and emerging student populations. 

Improving the world, one student at a time.



1325th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Award

OFFICE OFTH
E

STUDENT EQUITY

Cabrillo College Congratulates the

Queer Youth Leadership Honorees of 2022

Equity at Cabrillo College is the commitment to cultivate

an inclusive teaching and learning environment by

providing equitable support, access, and opportunities

for success that emphasizes historically underrepresented

and emerging student populations. 

Improving the world, one student at a time.
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2022
QUEER YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP AWARD
Designed to honor the leadership of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer 
and Questioning, Intersex and Asexual (LGBTQIA+) young people throughout 
Santa Cruz County.

Four awardees will receive a cash award of $250, as well as the opportunity to 
designate a queer youth friendly project or nonprofit organization in their com-
munity to receive a $500 donation.

Given annually to queer youth who are 12 to 18 years of age to acknowledge their 
accomplishments and the contributions they have made to their communities, 
whether this be in their homes, schools, religious institutions, athletic or aca-
demic teams, or other social groups.

PREMIO AL 
LIDERAZGO JUVENIL 
QUEER
Diseñado para honrar el liderazgo de los jóvenes lesbianas, gays, bisexuales, 
transgénero, queer y en duda, intersexuales y asexuales (LGBTQIA+) en todo el 
condado de Santa Cruz.

Cuatro premiados recibirán un premio en efectivo de $250, así como la opor-
tunidad de designar un proyecto amigable para jóvenes queer u organización 
sin fines de lucro en su comunidad para recibir una donación de $500.

Otorgado anualmente a jóvenes queer de 12 a 18 años de edad para reconocer 
sus logros y las contribuciones que han hecho a sus comunidades, ya sea en 
sus hogares, escuelas, instituciones religiosas, equipos atléticos, académicos u 
otros grupos sociales.
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GENSEN DELEON | AWARDEE
She/ Her/ Hers
Student, Santa Cruz High School | Member, Queer & Trans Youth Council of 
Santa Cruz | Member, Santa Cruz Pride Committee

Gensen DeLeon is an activist and Rainbow Alliance member at Santa Cruz High 
School who has worked to create inclusive spaces for LGBTQIA+ people across 
the county. Gensen helped plan the 2021 Santa Cruz Pride Picnic as a Pride com-
mittee member, where she attended weekly meetings over the summer to offer 
input and ultimately planned and supervised the games at the picnic. Gensen is 
also a member of Queer and Trans Youth Council of Santa Cruz County, where 
she is currently working to ensure all Santa Cruz County high school students 
have safe and accessible all-gender restrooms on their school campuses. To 
influence educational leaders to support their LGBTQIA+ youth, Gensen spoke 
at the CISC Leadership Symposium in February, ensuring that her advocacy 
affects students across California. 

AARON GONZALES | AWARDEE
He/Him/His
Student, Watsonville Charter School of the Arts | Treasurer, Watsonville Charter 
School of the Arts GSA

Aaron Gonzales has been an activist in the LGBTQIA+ community since he was in 
fifth grade when he became a founding member of Watsonville Charter School of 
the Arts (WCSA) GSA Junior club, the first elementary school GSA club in Pajaro 
Valley Unified School District (PVUSD). As a sixth grader, Aaron spoke at a pub-
lic PVUSD board meeting to thank the trustees for their support of LGBTQIA+ 
students, and in seventh grade Aaron spoke at WCSA’s Harvey Milk Day event 
where he came out as transgender in front of the whole K-8 school. This year, 
as an eighth grader, Aaron helped local adults understand how to support trans 
youth by sharing his story as a panelist for the Understanding Gender Summit. 
Aaron also serves as the WCSA GSA treasurer.

LUCÍA UMEKI-MARTÍNEZ | AWARDEE
They/Them/Theirs
Student, Watsonville High School | Co-President, Watsonville High School ASB 
| President, Watsonville Sexuality and Gender Acceptance (SAGA) Club

Lucía Umeki-Martínez is a leader at Watsonville High School where they served 
as a class officer every year and now, as a senior, are both ASB co-president and 
president of the SAGA club. Lucía is described as someone who moves through 
challenges with fortitude and purpose and who has an impressive ability to bal-
ance their academics and extracurriculars, such as Mock Trial and the Ivy League 
Project. As ASB president, Lucía works to plan all events and activities on cam-
pus, like Homecoming and Coming Out Week, all while leading the school’s 
student government. Lucía represents their school at PVUSD board meetings 
as a co-representative and has spoken passionately about the school’s need for 
more all-gender bathrooms, which stirred the district to respond immediately 
to rectify the situation.

QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
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BRONTE HOLMES | NOMINEE
She/ Her/ Hers
Student, Westlake Elementary School | Founder, Westlake Elementary Queer 
Club

Bronte Holmes is a fifth grader at Westlake Elementary where she started a 
Queer Club that boasts up to twenty students attending the weekly meetings 
during recess. Bronte has made posters, club logos, rules, and norms to make 
the club a known and safe space for herself and her peers. When Bronte noticed 
that her peers lacked access to books with LGBTQIA+ representation in her 
school library, she planned a multi-day bake sale at a local park to raise money 
to buy more LGBTQIA+ books. Bronte leads by example and has been described 
as an empowering and courageous student who works with her friends to raise 
awareness about using correct pronouns at school and encourages her peers to 
speak up about their identities.

ALEX KIRKHART | NOMINEE
They/Them/Theirs
Student, Monarch Elementary School

Alex KirkHart is known as a compassionate and strong leader in their work to 
make both their school and community a more inclusive space. At Monarch 
Elementary, Alex has taken time to educate staff and students about gender 
fluidity and pronouns. Alex confidently wears a “They/Them, Just Ask!” button 
on their shirt and is happy to offer their support to anyone curious about the 
LGBTQIA+ community. Alex shines as an athlete who navigates the too-often 
gendered world of sports, and their sportsmanship, flexibility, and positive at-
titude spill over from the field to the classroom. Last year, Alex used a school 
project on democracy to raise money for Housing Matters, and this year they 
are advocating for their school to have a gender-neutral bathroom.

ZANTHEE SCHWARZMANN | AWARDEE
She/ Her/ Hers
Student, Pacific Collegiate School | Leader, Students for Equity in Academics

Zanthee Schwarzmann has been a cornerstone of Pacific Collegiate’s Queer 
Intersectional Alliance since seventh grade, and has grown to become a fierce 
advocate for social justice. Zanthee is described as someone who faces the sys-
temic injustice she experiences as a queer Indigenous woman with fire and cour-
age and is not afraid to stand up to anyone. For the past two years, Zanthee has 
served on the leadership team for Students for Equity in Academics where she 
has conducted student experience surveys, presented findings to the school’s 
board of directors, and worked to secure affordable transportation for students 
that live far from campus. Zanthee played a quintessential role in getting her 
school to the first annual MLK Day March, and is the co-founder of Fall Fabu, 
the school-wide diversity festival.

QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
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QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD

LUKA CHAVEZ| NOMINEE
He/Him/His & They/Them/Theirs
Student, Watsonville Charter School of the Arts | Secretary, Watsonville Charter 
School of the Arts GSA

Luka Chavez has been a leader and passionate advocate in their school’s GSA 
since they were an out and proud third grader and founding member of Wat-
sonville Charter School of the Arts (WCSA) GSA Junior club. In third grade, Luka 
wrote and directed a skit about supporting queer classmates, called “Be Yourself,” 
which was performed for second through sixth grade classes. Luka continued to 
be a GSA Junior club leader through fourth and fifth grades, attending remotely 
during distance learning. In fifth grade Luka made and presented a video to the 
PVUSD board of trustees attesting to the importance of supporting LGBTQIA+ 
elementary school students and helped lead a schoolwide Harvey Milk assembly. 
Now a sixth grader, Luka is the secretary for WCSA’s middle school GSA. 

JOAQUIN CRUZ | NOMINEE
He/Him/His
Student and Activist, San Lorenzo Valley High School

Joaquin Cruz is a student at San Lorenzo Valley High School (SLVHS) who is ded-
icated to educating others on LGBTQIA+ issues. This past year Joaquin worked 
with the Diversity Center to organize a training on gender identity and sexuality 
for all freshman and senior classes at SLVHS. Joaquin assisted with the training 
and sat on a panel of students to share his experiences of being an out and 
proud student in an environment that doesn’t always appreciate or celebrate 
LGBTQIA+ youth. Not just an activist, Joaquin also plays shows in the Bay Area 
with his band Los Darks Aztlan. Joaquin is described as someone who never asks 
for a spotlight for himself, but rather continually shines his light on the issues 
around him that need to be addressed.

EZRA MERCADO | NOMINEE
They/Them/Theirs
Student, Branciforte Middle School | President & Facility Manager, Muskequeers 
Club | Captain, Branciforte Wrestling Team

Ezra Mercado is described as a beacon of support for queer and trans students. 
They have been active in their school’s QSA Club, the Muskequeers, since seventh 
grade and have held the positions of facility manager and president. In these 
roles they have worked to increase LGBTQIA+ visibility and awareness on campus 
and advocated for the school to fly the Progress Flag year round. Ezra uses their 
experiences and insights to support other students going through difficulties by 
connecting peers to suicide prevention services and supporting trans students 
who menstruate and experience dysphoria with “period gift baskets” of supplies 
and treats. Outside of their leadership within the LGBTQIA+ community, Ezra is 
also captain of the wrestling team and the lead vocalist for the band Ground Zero.
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Q LICHT | NOMINEE
He/Him/His
Creator of Purple Sticker Project | Member, Queer & Trans Youth Council of Santa 
Cruz County | Awardee,  2021 Queer Youth Leadership Awards

Q Licht is the creator of the Purple Sticker Project and a member of the Queer 
and Trans Youth Council of Santa Cruz County. As a Girl Scout, Q created the 
Purple Sticker Project to promote easily accessible LGBTQIA+ media in school 
libraries, and has helped shape the local Girl Scout chapter into a more inclusive 
organization, facilitating culturally-appropriate trainings for leaders annually. As 
a Council Member, Q is working to ensure all local public high school students 
have access to all-gender bathrooms. Q has taken considerable time to discuss 
LGBTQIA+ issues with teachers and staff, and is known as someone who col-
laborates to make every space he’s in safe for LGBTQIA+ young people. Q was 
a Queer Youth Leadership Awardee in 2021.

NOX CARPENTER | NOMINEE
He/Him/His
Student, New Brighton Middle School | Intern, the Diversity Center’s Youth 
Program | Intern, Westside Video

Nox Carpenter is a student at New Brighton Middle School, and an intern for both 
the Diversity Center’s Youth Program and Westside Video. Nox is described as 
someone who has come very far despite facing adversity from many sources. As 
the Diversity Center Youth Program Intern, Nox handles graphic design and so-
cial media. Nox reviews LGBTQIA+ themed films to provide a youth-perspective 
rating in his internship at Westside Video. Nox is also a constant advocate for his 
LGBTQIA+ peers. Nox has talked to New Brighton school staff about the harms 
of misgendering students, has helped students make complaints when needed, 
and has sat in on meetings between parents, youth, and staff to ensure his peers’ 
identities are being supported. Nox is committed to helping in anyone’s struggle. 

MARIANA SABLAN | NOMINEE
She/ Her/ Hers
Student, Santa Cruz High School | Leader, Santa Cruz High School Rainbow 
Alliance

Mariana Sablan is described as someone who is inspirational, mature, self-as-
sured, committed to LGBTQIA+ issues, and works to raise awareness of margin-
alized communities. As a leader in her school’s Rainbow Alliance, Mariana has 
worked to help create an engaging website for the club to raise visibility and 
promote events. When learning about American Imperialism in her US History 
class, Mariana stayed after class to ask her teacher about the status of people 
in current U.S. territories like Guam, where her family is from. Mariana’s inter-
est in history and advocacy inspired her teacher to create a new lesson on how 
marginalized communities like Guam are disenfranchised from federal decision 
making. Mariana brings positivity to her every endeavor and works to make Santa 
Cruz High School a more inclusive place.

QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD



1925th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Award

QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
ROGELIO VALDEZ-PEREZ | NOMINEE
He/Him/His
Student, Watsonville High School | Vice President, Watsonville High School 
Sexuality and Gender Acceptance (SAGA) Club

Rogelio Valdez-Perez is the vice president of Watsonville High School’s Sexu-
ality And Gender Alliance (SAGA) club, a teaching assistant, a member of the 
school’s drama club, a Digital Nest intern, and the vocalist for Calles Enchi-
lados. During distance learning, Rogelio was described as a student who was 
consistently engaged and who created a positive learning environment for all 
by uplifting others, leading music sharing sessions, and creating friendships, all 
while proving his resiliency and commitment to education during the height of 
the pandemic. As vice president of the SAGA club, Rogelio has helped make the 
school a more inclusive space for LGBTQIA+ students with his inquisitive mind 
and strong communication skills. Rogelio has also worked hard to help plan this 
year’s Queer Youth Leadership Awards. 

Congratulations to all the QYLA 
2022 Nominees and Awardees!

Celebrating your Leadership!
Wishing you all a successful and bright 2022! 

Pajaro Valley Pride
pajarovalleypride.org
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Henry J. Mello Center
for the Performing Arts

Proudly supports 2022's Queer Youth 
Leadership Awards and Activities and is 
honored to be a part of this special day!

Upcoming Events at the Henry J. Mellow 
Center for the Performing Arts:

5/20 and 5/21   WCSA Spring Production of the Lion King
5/22   Santa Cruz Symphony
5/25   WHS Scholarship Night
5/26   PVUSD WASCAE Graduation Ceremony
5/27   Ceiba College Acceptance Day
5/27   PVUSD Youth Cinema Project Oscars (In coordination with

Watsonville Film Festival
5/28   Mariachi Divas
5/29   UCSC Cruz CRTL Dance Showcase
5/31   PVUSD Innovator of the Year Awards
6/1  Graduation: PCCS, Diamond Tech Institute, Lakeview (Geiser Field)
6/2  Graduations: Renaissance, E.A. Hall (MS)
6/11 and 6/12    Pacific Arts Complex Dance Showcase
6/18 and 6/19 Esperanza del Valle 40th Anniversary Celebration

Special thanks to these recent special events:
Charlies Dream Scholarship Benefit
Diamond Tech Institute Business Boards
Nerdville Convention/Killer Clowns Movie with Q&A with writers, directors, and producers The Chiodo Brothers
QYLA Talent Auditions/Rehearsals
Studio E Dance Showcase
Watsonville Film Festival presents Real Women Have Curves 20th Anniversary Special showing followed by Q&A with 
Chicano playwrite Josefina López
WHS Video Academy Film Showcase
WHS Band Spring Concert

Please call (831) 728-6462 for Mello booking inquiries 
or visit mellocenter.org
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Congratulations to all of the nominees and awardees of 
the 2022 Queer Youth Leadership Awards.

CONGRATULATIONS

From all the Proud  
Parents and Guardians
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1723 Mission St.  •  3701 Portola Dr.  •  1443 Capitola Rd.   •  www.coffeetopia.com

Santa Cruz’s fanatically local 
coffee shop.
Making delicious coffee        
since 1994, and a proud
supporter of the QYLA since 2004

Enjoy our house-made items 
such as breakfast burritos, 

chocolate chip cookies, and 
our famous hummus 

• coffee
• espresso drinks
• teas
• Blue Lotus Chai
• smoothies
• baked goods
• fresh bagels daily
• wireless internet access

28TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT
DEMOCRAT FOR CALIFORNIA'S

VOTE Gail Pellerin for Assembly

using the ballot mailed to you 

or in person by June 7

Paid for by Gail Pellerin for Assembly | FPPC #1445957 | PO Box 4100, Santa Cruz CA 95063 | PAID POLITICAL AD

GailPellerinForAssembly.com



24 25th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Award

2022
ALLY TO QUEER 
YOUTH AWARD
Designed to honor an ally of any age who has made significant contributions to 
improving the lives of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Question-
ing, Intersex and Asexual (LGBTQIA+) youth and youth who have  LGBTQIA+ 
family members.

One non-monetary award is given.

These awards are for allies who actively work to create safe spaces for Queer 
Youth. Examples include, creating support groups, increasing visibility of Queer 
Youth, inviting Queer speakers, or countering Queer oppression by stopping 
anti-queer slurs.

PREMIO PARA ALIADO 
DE LA JUVENTUD 
QUEER
Diseñado para honrar a un aliado de cualquier edad que haya realizado contribu-
ciones significativas para mejorar las vidas de jóvenes lesbianas, gays, bisexuales, 
transgénero, queer y en duda, intersexuales y asexuales (LGBTQIA+) y jóvenes 
que tienen familiares LGBTQIA+.

Se otorga un premio no monetario.

Estos premios son para aliados que trabajan activamente para crear espacios 
seguros para la Juventud Queer. Los ejemplos incluyen, crear grupos de apoyo, 
aumentar la visibilidad de la juventud queer, invitar a oradores queer o contrar-
restar la opresión queer al detener los insultos anti-queer.
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ANDREA DAMON | NOMINEE
She/ Her/ Hers
Lead Meeting Facilitator, Trans Families of Santa Cruz County

Andrea Damon is the Lead Meeting Facilitator for TransFamilies of Santa Cruz 
County, where she has been a passionate advocate for transgender and gender 
expansive youth since 2017. Andrea leads two online meetings each month for 
TransFamilies, and during COVID stepped up as a volunteer at Gender Spectrum 
to temporarily run their online parent group to ensure a continuity of support 
for parents around the world. Andrea has participated in two Understanding 
Gender Workshops for Parents and Adult Allies and was instrumental in creating 
the smooth transition to the online platform during COVID. Andrea also created 
and presented a talk with Dr. Jen Hastings on Understanding Gender to the staff 
at Ohana Center for Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health to help them better 
support gender expansive youth in treatment. 

ADINA LICHT | NOMINEE
She / Her / Hers
Girl Scout Leader, County Troop 15502 | Community Advocate

Adina Licht is a Girl Scout Leader and a community advocate working in Scotts 
Valley. As a Girl Scout Leader, Adina has helped two scouts who took on com-
munity projects that support the LGBTQIA+ community for their Gold Awards. 
Adina helped her openly trans child Q Licht with his Purple Sticker Project, invit-
ing media influencers and politicians to the Gold Award Ceremony to highlight 
this important work. Adina is currently helping with another scout’s project to 
get free menstrual products in all gender bathrooms on school campuses. As an 
Ally parent, Adina has advised many other parents of LGBTQIA+ youth who have 
questions and concerns about how to support their children. Adina is described 
as a dedicated, loyal, passionate, and tenacious advocate for LGBTQIA+ youth.

ASHLYN ADAMS | AWARDEE
She / Her / Sir
Youth and Young Adult Services Manager, Diversity Center of Santa Cruz County

Ashlyn is the Youth and Young Adult Services Manager at the Diversity Center, 
and has previously served as the Interim Co-Director of the Center. Throughout 
her different roles, Ashlyn has worked tirelessly to continue to hold safe and brave 
spaces for our LGBTQIA+ youth during the pandemic, including holding online 
youth group meetings, running a twenty-four hour youth group Discord, and 
conducting a cooking show on Instagram to keep youth connected, supported, 
and engaged. Ashlyn has intervened to provide lifesaving mental health support 
to young people in crisis and has coordinated mental health services for young 
people in need. Ashlyn continues to give workshops on LGBTQIA+ youth issues 
and works with youth, schools, and organizations throughout the county to help 
our LGBTQIA+ youth.

ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH AWARD
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ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH AWARD
CELINE CUNEO | NOMINEE
She/ Her/ Hers
Teacher and Advisor, Sexuality and Gender Acceptance Club of Watsonville High 
School

Celine Cuneo is an English teacher at Watsonville High School and advises the 
school’s Sexuality and Gender Acceptance (SAGA) club. Celine is described by 
her students as someone who is extremely kind and who cares deeply, always 
going above and beyond to support students both academically and emotionally. 
As the SAGA advisor, Celine has created a safe space for students of all back-
grounds and identities, and she worked hard to keep SAGA members connected 
during distance learning, raising money for and helping students design SAGA 
merch so they could represent the club from home. Celine has also chaperoned 
students at the YES Conferences; helped plan the 2017 Queer, Trans, and Allied 
Student Summit; and was a chaperone for the 2018 Creating Change Conference 
in Washington, DC.

JAMIE CUTTER | NOMINEE
She/ Her/ Hers
Advisor, Queer and Trans Youth Council of Santa Cruz County | Author, “Inclusive 
Sex Education: A Comprehensive Sexual Health Education Curriculum”

Jamie Cutter is a teacher and QSA advisor at Delta High School, the advisor to the 
Queer and Trans Youth Council of Santa Cruz County (QTYC), and the Director 
of Health Curriculum at the Safe Schools Project. Jamie has generously given her 
time to countless LGBTQIA+ projects and initiatives over the past decade and is 
currently supporting the QTYC on an ambitious project to survey and support all 
local public high school students on safe access to all gender bathrooms. Jamie 
is the author of Inclusive Sex Education, an LGBTQIA+ affirming sexual health 
curriculum that has been adopted by Pajaro Valley Unified School District’s high 
schools and is currently being used by schools across the county and beyond. 
Jamie was an Ally to Youth Awardee in 2018.

FARIS SABBAH | NOMINEE
He/Him/His
Superintendent, Santa Cruz County Office of Education

Dr. Faris Sabbah is the Superintendent for the Santa Cruz County Office of Ed-
ucation (SCCOE) and is committed to ensuring LGBTQIA+ students feel safe 
and affirmed. Dr. Sabbah has worked on several initiatives to support LGBTQIA+ 
youth in schools and in the community, including helping to establish and fund 
the work of the SCCOE LGBTQ+ Task Force, and ensuring his staff receive pro-
fessional development on LGBTQIA+ issues. Dr. Sabbah collaborated with the 
Diversity Center to connect local LGBTQIA+ youth to critical mental health re-
sources during the pandemic, promising that no student would be denied mental 
health for any reason. Dr. Sabbah is working with county schools to raise the 
Pride Flag at their sites and attends many local LGBTQIA+ activities and events 
to continue to show his support.
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ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH AWARD
JEN SALINAS-HOLZ | NOMINEE
She/ Her/ Hers
Member, PVUSD LGBTQ Task Force | Advisor, Lakeview Middle School QSA, 
Alianza Charter School QSA and Rainbow Club, Watsonville Charter School of 
the Arts Middle School GSA, GSA Junior, and Be Yourself Club

Jen Salinas-Holz is a member of the Pajaro Valley Unified School District (PVUSD) 
LGBTQ Task Force and an advisor to six different elementary and middle school 
GSAs in PVUSD. Jen is a vocal and consistent advocate for LGBTQIA+ youth in 
Watsonville, where her presence as an openly queer adult helps youth feel ac-
cepted and affirmed at school. As a Task Force member, Jen works to keep PVUSD 
moving forward on LGBTQIA+ issues in schools. Jen is a frequent volunteer at 
queer and trans youth events, and has collaborated with TransFamilies of Santa 
Cruz County and Gender Spectrum to create and present the Understanding 
Gender workshop for parents and adult allies at the Queer, Trans, and Allied 
Student Summits. Jen was an Ally to Youth Awardee in 2019.

LUPITA SANCHEZ | NOMINEE
She/ Her/ Hers & They/Them/Theirs
Programs Manager, “Food, What?”

Lupita Sanchez is the programs manager at Food What?! and is described as a 
queer person who centers unapologetic self-love as a radical and revolutionary 
act. Lupita’s intentional non-gendered language, the topics and themes of the 
workshops she curates, and the authentic example she leads every day provides a 
grounding presence and creates a safe and affirming place for LGBTQIA+ youth 
at Food What?!, particularly queer and trans youth of color. Lupita has centered 
LGBTQIA+ rights and the intersections of gendered violence in her workshop 
on healthy relationships. Lupita makes sure crew members respect each other’s 
pronouns, and invites curiosity and critical thought from youth when regarding 
the gendered dynamics of labor in the kitchen and on the farm, guiding youth 
to challenge stereotypes and think beyond the binary.

RALPH ALPERT | NOMINEE
He/Him/His
Community Donor

Ralph Alpert has been an advocate and donor for the LGBTQIA+ community for 
decades. A retired lawyer, Ralph has supported raising the visibility of LGBTQIA+ 
youth in schools and has been instrumental in funding LGBTQIA+ causes. Ralph 
has donated to numerous organizations working to support LGBTQIA+ youth 
over the years, including the Diversity Center, the Queer Youth Task Force, Tri-
angle Speakers, and the UCSC Lionel Cantú GLBTI Resource Center. One of the 
Diversity Center’s original donors, this year Ralph made a lifesaving contribution 
of funds specifically for mental health counseling for our youth who struggled 
with isolation and mental health concerns during the pandemic. He also funded 
small grants to those with special needs due to the pandemic. Ralph was an Ally 
to Youth Awardee in 2007.
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EDI
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AAVE Cafe

Congratulations to all the Nominees!

CHARLES SINGER, RN, L.Ac.
LICENSED ACUPUNCTURIST

831.768.1000

Jade Mt. Health Centre 8065 Aptos Street Aptos CA 95003

Graphic Design & Marketing 
Like this Program?

maddiehitzeman.wixsite.com/mysite

comprinters.com

1827 Soquel Avenue  •  Santa Cruz 
831 426-4682
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Congratulations to the 2022 Queer Youth
Leadership Awardees and Nominees. Thank
you for showing the world what it means
to be a leader who lives their truth out loud!
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Congratulations 
to the 2022 QYLA 
Nominees and 
Awardees!

It is such an honor to support 
and celebrate the special annual 
community event!

Out In Our Faith

Please contact us if your community is interested in becoming part of Out In Our Faith.
OutInOurFaith@gmail.com

Temple celebrates all of the nominees and awardees with a special 
recognition to our Temple Beth El's Licht family and all who support 

our amazing leaders.
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PREMIO ALIANZA 
ORGANIZACIONAL A 
LA JUVENTUD QUEER
Diseñado para honrar a un aliado de cualquier edad que haya hecho contribu-
ciones significativas a mejorar las vidas de jóvenes lesbianas, gays, bisexuales, 
transgénero, queer y en duda, intersexuales y asexuales (LGBTQIA+) en el con-
dado de Santa Cruz.

Se otorga un premio no monetario.

Esta organización ha demostrado liderazgo al servir a la juventud Queer.

2022
ORGANIZATIONAL 
ALLIANCE TO QUEER 
YOUTH AWARD
Designed to honor an ally of any age who has made significant contributions to 
improving the lives of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Question-
ing, Intersex and Asexual (LGBTQIA+) youth and youth in Santa Cruz County.

One non-monetary award is given.

This organization has shown leadership in serving Queer youth.
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ORGANIZATIONAL ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH AWARD
TEEN HEALTH OUTREACH PROGRAM, 
 SANTA CRUZ COUNTY HEALTH SERVICES AGENCY | AWARDEE
Teen Health Outreach (THO) is a group of ded-
icated and compassionate individuals from the 
Santa Cruz County Department of Public Health 
who work tirelessly to provide presentations and 
education to schools, organizations, and programs 
to support local youth in receiving important and 
life-changing sexual health education. THO has 
provided workshops about safer sex and consent 
at local Queer, Trans, and Allied Student Summits 
and have been using Inclusive Sex Education to 
teach about gender identity and sexual orientation 
for several years. In 2021, Teen Health Outreach 
reached out to receive training from The Safe 
Schools Project for themselves and the Commu-
nity Action Board on intersectionality and gender 
identity to ensure they are up-to-date on language 
and best practices for working with the LGBTQIA+ 
community.

APTOS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PRIDE CLUB | NOMINEE
The Aptos Junior High School (AJHS) Pride Club, advised by Kerry Gil, Stefanie Bishop, Julia Lipari, Roxy Tracy, and Lisa 
Freeman, has for years worked to develop empathy in the AJHS student population so LGBTQIA+ students and staff feel 
safe at school. The Pride Club has put on assemblies to educate students about using inclusive language, creates op-
portunities for youth to educate their peers on what it means to be LGBTQIA+ and why it’s important to be an ally, and 
this year made Valentine Grams with positive messages of acceptance and love to give to the entire student population. 
Despite opposition from some staff and community members, The Pride Club has worked hard to create a community 
of supportive allies at AJHS.
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ORGANIZATIONAL ALLY TO QUEER YOUTH AWARD

The Pajaro Valley Unified School District (PVUSD) 
LGBTQ+ Task Force, under the guidance of Assis-
tant Superintendent Kris Shouse, has made a sig-
nificant impact on PVUSD. The Task Force is com-
posed of site administrators, counselors, and other 
staff members who have all made a commitment 
to improve the way K-12 schools support and ad-
vocate for LGBTQIA+ students. The Task Force has 
created three strategic goals: increasing aware-
ness, supporting schools with the FAIR Act, and 
improving safety and equity. Their actions aligned 
to these through district-wide events and resourc-
es for LGBTQ+ History Month, Day of Silence, 
and Harvey Milk Day. The Task Force's movement 
on an Inaugural Progress Flag Raising inspired  
other institutions like the Santa Cruz Coun-
ty Office of Education and Cabrillo College to 
collectively demonstrate support for the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 

PAJARO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (PVUSD)  
LGBTQ+ TASK FORCE | NOMINEE

BAY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION | NOMINEE
Bay Federal Credit Union is the largest member-owned credit union in the tri-county area and has been described as a 
place where a diverse group of passionate people come to do their best work and focus on making a difference in the 
lives of the people in the communities they serve. Last Summer, Bay Federal participated in Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
of Santa Cruz's Toss for Kids Sake event, where many employees raised money to support the Transmentoring program. 
Bay Federal has participated in and supported Santa Cruz Pride, attended and sponsored the Queer Youth Leadership 
Awards, and in 2021 sponsored the virtual Queer, Trans, and Allied Student Summit, where they put together and mailed 
goodie bags to help the youth participants feel connected.
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Mazel Tov to QYLA 
Leaders, Nominees 

and Allies

www.cysantacruz.com
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CREATING CHANGE THROUGH CELEBRATION

ACKNOWLEDGING THE 
UNACKNOWLEDGED
As we celebrate and recognize tonight’s young LGBTQIA+ 
leaders, we must pause to recognize that they are only a 
fraction of the LGBTQIA+ youth within Santa Cruz Coun-
ty. Due to fear, intolerance, and bullying, many LGBTQIA+ 
youth are closeted and invisible to the LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity. These “unsung heroes'' are working to end homopho-
bia and transphobia, and they are struggling daily to live 
a life free from bullying. Although they are not able to be 
here tonight, we must acknowledge their presence within 
our community and we must learn from their stories and 
the stories of today’s awardees and nominees that there 
is more work to do. On behalf of the Queer Youth Leader-
ship Awards, we wish to recognize all of the unsung heroes 
across Santa Cruz County who, despite all obstacles, are 
continuing to live true to themselves.

QYLA MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of QYLA is to improve the lives of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning, Intersex and 
Asexual (LGBTQIA+) youth by increasing the positive awareness of Queer Youth Leadership, and increasing safe and wel-
coming environments in the home, school, and community. QYLA honors today’s Queer youth leaders and their allies in 
three award categories: The Queer Youth Leadership Award; The Ally to Queer Youth Award; and The Organizational Ally 
to Queer Youth Award.

QUEER YOUTH TASK FORCE
The Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County (QYTF), 
meeting for nearly 26 years, is comprised of individuals and 
organizations that work with, or support, lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender, queer and questioning, intersex and 
asexual (LGBTQIA+) youth. We strive to improve the quality 
of life for all LGBTQIA+ youth in our community, as well 
as children raised in homes where LGBTQIA+ people live.

QYLA LEGACY PROJECT
The intention of the QYLA Legacy Project is to document 
a unique organization that has continued for 25 years—an 
organization that honors, inspires and provides a platform 
for queer youth and their allies. We hope to include former 
awardees and nominees in the project, highlighting their 
experience with the QYLAs and where they are now. We also 
hope that this project can be used to educate the general 
public about the resiliency, heart, and activism of the queer 
youth of Santa Cruz County and their allies.

BE PART OF IT!
So much has changed in 25 years, but there is still so much 
work to be done. The Project will honor the progress QYLA 
awardees and nominees have made, while at the same time 
bringing attention to what’s next. 

QYLA has preserved all of the original bios and video foot-
age previous awards, including news articles, video inter-
views with awardees and nominees, photographs and QYLA 
programs — documenting the over 400 nominees in the 
history of QYLA,

If you would like to be part of the QYLA Legacy Project, 
please contact us!

QYLA Legacy Project
QYLA.org/legacy
legacy@QYLA.org
(831) 427-4004
Facebook.com/QYLALegacyProject
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CELEBRATING QUEER YOUTH & ALLIES SINCE 1998
In April of 1998, Santa Cruz County enjoyed the first Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Youth Award Ceremony and 
Banquet at Hobee’s restaurant, recognizing Queer youth across the county for being leaders within their communities. 
The event was primarily produced by the grass-roots leadership of a core team of volunteers solicited from the local GLBT 
Youth Task Force and the wider community. The Youth Awards idea was born out of the Task Force’s subcommittee to 
raise the visibility of Queer youth in our county. This annual gala event has been hosted in communities across the county 
and brings many intersecting identities together in celebration of queer youth, their allies, and all of their achievements. 

1998
Hobee’s Restaurant, Santa Cruz

1999
YWCA Watsonville, Watsonville

2000
Coconut Grove, Santa Cruz

2001
Coconut Grove, Santa Cruz

2002
Louden Nelson Community Center, 
Santa Cruz

2003
Henry J. Mello Center, Watsonville

2004
Harbor High School, Santa Cruz

2005
Santa Cruz High School, Santa Cruz

2006
Henry J. Mello Center, Watsonville

2007
Harbor High School, Santa Cruz

2008
New Brighton Middle School, Santa Cruz

2009
Scotts Valley High School, Scotts Valley

2010
New Brighton Middle School, Santa Cruz

2011
San Lorenzo Valley High School, Felton

2012
Shoreline Middle School, Santa Cruz

2013
Pajaro Valley High School, Watsonville

2014
New Brighton Middle School, Santa Cruz

2015
San Lorenzo Valley High School, Felton

2016
Aptos High School, Aptos

2017
Pajaro Valley High School, Watsonville

2018
Soquel High School, Soquel

2019
San Lorenzo Valley High School, Felton

2020
Live Stream

2021
Live Stream

2022
Watsonville High School, Watsonville
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF QYLA
The first Gay Youth Leadership Banquet and Awards Cer-
emony took place April 27, 1998 at Hobee’s Restaurant in 
downtown Santa Cruz.

MICHAEL STEVENS 
Santa Cruz AIDS Project 

Michael has been speaking out n gay youth issues since high 
school. He has been a volunteer trainer and an employee 
of SCAP, and has served as a volunteer HIV?queer youth 
speaker for SC city schools, KUSP,and the Child Abuse Pre-
vention Council before starting at UCSC two years ago. He 
continues to be a natural leader, educator and advocate for 
under-represented populations.

LOOKING BACK AT THE 1998  
GLBT AWARDEES

MIREYA GOMEZ 
Watsonville High School Student 

A very kind, approachable, open-minded Latina Lesbian 
tenn who many Gay youth at Watsonville High felt com-
fortable coming out to. She has worked on many commu-
nity projects including Gang Alternatives North and South 
(GANAS) AIDS?HIV Peer Counseling and the Teen Women’s 
Conference to name a few. 

MONICA MORALES 
University of California, Santa Cruz Student 

Monica is a powerful and outspoken Latina, Lesbian role 
model who has earned the respect of many diverse parts 
of her community. Monica has volunteered for the Brown 
Berets, Gang Prevention activities, teen women’s Confer-
ence, and Gay and Lesbian Task force to name a few. Monica 
helped start Watsonville High School’s first Gay and Lesbian 
support group. Currently at UCSC, She is working on get-
ting a support group for Lesbians of color going. 

ZEPHYR PFOTENHAUER 
Santa Cruz High School Student 

Zephyr is a natural leader who youth turn to in times of 
need. She co-founded the Rainbow Alliance at Santa Cruz 
High and is active in a wide variety of community and col-
lege project including Q&A Project, Young Loud and Proud 
and Youth Lobby Day. 
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QYLA 2022 JUDGING FACILITATORS

THANK YOU TO OUR PRESTIGIOUS JUDGES

JEN HASTINGS, MD
Jen
Assistant Clinical Professor | UCSF, Department of Family and Community 
Medicine

Jen is actively involved in supporting Transgender Services around the country. 
Jen was at our local Santa Cruz Planned Parenthood Mar Monte for over 20 years, 
and the founding Director of the PPMM Transgender Health Care Program. Jen 
is also involved in the Integration of Behavioral Health and Primary Care, Opioid 
Safety, and Mindfulness in Medicine. Jen is a member of the Medical Advisory 
Board of the UCSF Center of Excellence for Transgender Health, intimately in-
volved with Medical Conference Programming for Gender Spectrum, and works 
to increase medical access and understanding about the gender journey.

KATHY CYTRON, LCSW
She/Her/Hers
Retired Program Manager, Children’s Behavioral Health of Santa Cruz County 

Retired Program Manager, Children’s Behavioral Health of Santa Cruz County 
Kathy is a fierce advocate for equality for all, especially those in the LGBTQ 
community. She has been at Santa Cruz County Children’s Behavioral Health 
for almost 27 years and has been recognized by the Santa Cruz County Board of 
Supervisors for her leadership in welcoming diversity. Kathy continues to empow-
er and celebrate LGBTQ youth and their families. She goes about her work with 
a smile on her face, love in her heart, and a deep commitment to social justice.
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QYLA 2022 JUDGES
CHEVELLE WILLHITE
He/Him/His & They/Them/Theirs
Student, Cabrillo College | 2018 Queer Youth Leadership Award, Awardee

Chevelle Willhite is a student at Cabrillo College, a 2018 Queer Youth Leadership 
Awardee, and was a leader in Delta Charter High School’s Queer-Straight Alliance 
for over three years. Chevelle is a quiet student but an outspoken advocate for 
queer justice who has been active in the local queer youth community for many 
years. Chevelle can always be found standing up for queer and trans justice at 
school and in the community. Chevelle co-created and presented a workshop on 
the Asexuality Spectrum at the 2017 Queer, Trans, and Allied Student Summit, 
and in 2018 he attended the Creating Change Conference in Washington, DC 
as a Youth Ambassador. Chevelle’s activism is an asset to his community.

FRANCISCO "PACO" ESTRADA
He/Him/His/Él
Councilmember, City of Watsonville, District 4

Francisco “Paco” Estrada was born and raised in Watsonville, where he spent time 
helping his family grow raspberries and playing soccer with his friends at local 
parks and schools. After completing his graduate work, Paco spent the next de-
cade supporting community wellness through the Sueños Program (SCCOE) and 
at the Community Health Trust at Pajaro Valley, while also teaching US History 
at Hartnell College. In 2021, Paco joined FoodWhat?! as one of three executive 
directors working to better serve the youth of Watsonville and the Pajaro Val-
ley. His passion and support for more accessible youth programming, climate 
justice, affordable housing, and in uplifting the community served as the basis 
for a successful electoral run in 2018. In 2019, Paco had the honor of serving his 
hometown as the mayor.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MARK STONE
He/Him/His
California State Assembly, 29th District

Mark Stone represents the residents of the 29th Assembly District, which in-
cludes portions of Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and Monterey Counties. He Chairs 
the Assembly Judiciary Committee and is a member of Natural Resources, Hu-
man Services, Banking & Finance, and Budget Sub 5 Committees. As Chair of 
Judiciary, Mr. Stone reviews legislation on topics that range from family law and 
immigration policy to freedom of speech protections and labor law. His personal 
legislative legacy includes aiding foster youth and juveniles in the justice system, 
criminal justice reform and reintegration strategies, natural resource conserva-
tion, and ocean resource management.
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REYES MORALES WARNE
He/Him/His & They/Them/Theirs
Student, San Lorenzo Valley High School | 2021 Queer Youth Leadership Awardee

Reyes Morales Warne is a student and activist at San Lorenzo Valley High School 
who works with The GSA Network and The Queer Youth Task Force (QYTF), 
and was a member of the Queer and Trans Youth Council of Santa Cruz County 
(QTYC). Reyes has been doing intersectional activism in the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity for years. They work with The GSA Network at the state level and locally 
with the QYTF to come up with themes for summits and participate in student 
panels and projects to speak about the intersections of disability, race, and gen-
der identity. Reyes is currently working with the QTYC to create a website to 
support closeted youth. Reyes is always willing to take on opportunities to raise 
the visibility of queer youth, people of color, and neurodivergent individuals. 
Reyes was a Queer Youth Awardee in 2021.

DR. SHANE HILL
He/Him/His
Clinical Psychologist & Community Volunteer

As a clinical psychologist and community volunteer, Dr. Shane Hill has worked 
to support the queer/trans community and their families for over 23 years in 
Santa Cruz County. He has worked as a queer youth group facilitator, mental 
health consultant for the Diversity Center, founder of Queer Camp, co-founder/
facilitator for 10 years of the Gender Diversity Consult Group, cofounder of the 
SC Transfamily Support Group, and has provided numerous Trans/Non-binary 
Cultural Awareness trainings and Gender Identity Clinical Trainings to hundreds 
of therapists, school employees, and organizations in Santa Cruz and throughout 
California.

TASHI LIEM
They/Them/Theirs
11th grade High School Student | 2018 Queer Youth Leadership Awardee 

Tashi Liem is a genderfluid/queer 16-year-old junior at Santa Cruz High who is 
a passionate advocate for LGBTQ+ rights. In the past, they’ve been involved in 
classroom presentations on gender identity and the importance of allies, projects 
to increase bathroom and locker-room accessibility for trans students, student 
panels on LGTBQ+ issues in schools, and the development of lesson plans for 
middle schoolers on LGBTQ+ identities and history. Outside of their interest in 
activism, Tashi loves to write novels and screenplays, paint, sew, and spend time 
with their rabbit.

QYLA 2022 JUDGES
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GRANTS TO LGBTQIA+ YOUTH & CLUBS

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION SANTA CRUZ COUNTY  
DIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP FUND LGBTQIA+ CLUB GRANTS

Community Foundation Santa Cruz County’s “Diversity Partnership Fund” is proud to announce the 2022-2023 LGBTQIA+ 
club grants!  Representatives from 19 clubs applied for and were awarded, grants to support activities in the upcoming 
year. These grants, awarded to Gender and Sexuality Alliances (GSAs), Queer-Straight Alliances (QSAs), Sexuality and 
Gender Alliances (SAGAs), Rainbow Alliances, and other student pride clubs, are opportunities for LGBTQIA+ clubs to 
request funding for special projects they proposed for the 22-23 academic year. A grand total of $7,300 was awarded in 
March 2022 to 19 clubs.

In addition to honoring leadership during the 25th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Awards, we honor and celebrate 
LGBTQIA+ student campus clubs and individuals who are making Santa Cruz County a safer place. And to those contrib-
uting to enriching our communities but who are not listed here, we salute you!

The program, now in its seventh year, has inspired many LGBTQIA+ student clubs throughout Santa 
Cruz County. Below are the clubs who received the grants, along with the projects the grants will fund.

Lakeview Middle School QSA Club
• They had a big National Coming Out Day event in

• October in front of the whole school where they received 
a proclamation from the Watsonville Mayor and several 
dozen students came out publicly over a loudspeaker. 
They hope to have another school-wide event for Har-
vey Milk Day 

• To buy t-shirts for club members

Rolling Hills Middle School QSA Equality Club
• Art supplies for the club room so that students can con-

tinue creating art for visibility and awareness

• For calming art activities during their club meetings

• An end of year pizza party for their members 

• To create more visibility items like pins, stickers, water 
bottles, shirts etc. for their club members to wear 

Aptos Junior High Pride Club
• To purchase LGBTQ novels for ELA classroom libraries

• To host a Harvey Milk Day event where they provide milk 
and cookies and do a read aloud of the Harvey Milk story 
in the quad

• To make club t-shirts and stickers 

• For social events such as roller skating and bowling

Santa Cruz High School Rainbow Alliance Club
• To rebrand their club after a year with no events and en-

courage greater engagement among the student body 

• To host Day of Silence this semester and to participate in 
club days on campus to build awareness 

• To participate in the Queer Youth Leadership and engage 
with Santa Cruz Pride in June



4525th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Award

New Brighton Middle School QSA Club
• To fund art projects and poster campaigns 

• To educate their fellow students and celebrate Queer 
events throughout the year

• To engage in queer-related educational and socially/emo-
tionally relevant games

• To host social activities

Scotts Valley Middle School SAGA Club
• For their first year (on campus!) they are focusing on get-

ting their name out there

• To paint a mural on campus in an effort to create a safe 
place on campus for students to be themselves

• To purchase a poster paint kit to create club advocacy 
posters as well as a button maker

Watsonville Charter School of the Arts Middle 
School GSA Club, GSA Junior Club & Be 
Yourself Club
• To buy materials for student designed apparel

• For a foldable shade structure that they can use for their 
outdoor meetings

Cypress High School GSA Club
• For community building activities after such a long time 

apart from each other

• For a field trip and the LGBTQ+ History Museum in San 
Francisco

Delta Charter High School QSA Club
• For a field trip to the MAH to visit the Queer Santa Cruz 

exhibit 

• To enjoy an outdoor meal downtown

• To rent out an entire screen to just their club members 
for a QSA movie day at Santa Cruz Cinema

E.A. Hall Middle School The Diversity Club
• To develop an informational presentation about LGBTQ+ 

issues, information, and vocabulary for the students to 
present to their school staff during a staff meeting, and 
an assembly for their student body, later in the year

Kirby School GSA Club
• To host activities that engage the school community

• To paint a mural in one of their staircases to comple-
ment the stairs that were painted in past years in various 
LGBTQIA+ color schemes 

Alianza Charter School QSA Club & The 
Rainbow Gems
• A collaborative mural project designed by an 8th grade 

QSA member

• To honor their new Rainbow Gems Club (name chosen 
by students!) for 4th and 5th grade students

• Their mural will represent their two clubs and present a 
positive message of inclusion, support, and rainbows and 
will be visible to all students

Mission Hill Middle School Pride Club
• To sponsor a LGBTQIA+ dance at Mission Hill to enjoy 

with other middle school clubs

Pacific Collegiate Queer Intersectional 
Alliance Club
• To host their third annual "Fall Fabu" Festival which brings 

the entire school together for a keynote address from a 
prominent Queer leader 

• To enjoy music, food, and activities that center around 
LGBTQ/BIPOC themes

Shoreline Middle School GSA Club
• To create a safe and inclusive meeting environment for 

LGBTQIA+ students and their friends

• Different activities each week like QUEER BINGO to get 
to know queer vocabulary, gay super heroes, news, out-
reach, self-care, artwork and crafts etc.

Watsonville High School SAGA Club
• To support more student created t-shirt designs

• To purchase items for National Coming Out Day and 
Day of Silence like flags to represent different LGBTQIA 
identities

• For food and snacks during their lunchtime meetings
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Diana Rocha
Pajaro Valley High School 

Diana (she/her/hers) has always wanted to make her parents proud and to help people in 
need. These two goals have driven her to academic excellence and volunteer service. Diana’s 
parents had limited access to education themselves and they taught her the importance 
and value of education. Eventually though, Diana started to hide in her academic success 
as she became more aware of her sexuality. Afraid that her parents would reject her, she 
thought that if she had good enough grades, they would still be proud of her even if she 
was bisexual. Eventually, she got connected to the LGBTQ+ community and realized that 

there was nothing wrong with her. Today, fully accepting of who she is, Diana still prioritizes education—not to be seen 
as normal in other people’s eyes, but for herself. She’s heading to UCLA in the fall to study sociology. In the future, Diana 
wants to make sure that students get the support they need and help future generations know the power they hold.   

EQUALITY SCHOLARSHIP 
COLLABORATIVE AWARD

eQuality Scholarship Collaborative awards $6,000 - $7,000 
scholarships to honor and encourage students for their ser-
vice to the lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender community. 
Scholarships may be used for post-secondary education 
at accredited institutions - colleges, universities, and trade 
schools. Some of the scholarships are specifically for med-
ical school.

In 2022, eQuality awarded scholarships to 16 graduating 
high school seniors, 1 community college transfer students, 
and 4 medical students. Eligible students are generally res-
idents of northern or central California. Santa Cruz County 
has a proud tradition of students from Watsonville to Santa 
Cruz receiving this award over the years.

In 2022, two recipients from Santa Cruz County received 
this award.

SCHOLARSHIPS & LEADERSHIP HONORARIUMS
HANK GARCIA JR. & FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP
An $8,000 award available to graduating seniors from Aptos High School, Monte Vista High 
School, Pajaro Valley High School, St. Francis High School, and Watsonville High School.

EMERGING JEDI AWARD
The Emerging Jedi Awards are to be given to youth and 
young adults (age 15-25) who have demonstrated strength 
of character/ community service and/or have honorably and 
skillfully faced adversity. These awards are recognition of 
positive character development rather than specific aca-
demic accomplishments. 

Four (4) honorariums of $250 are given yearly. 

These Emerging Jedis are outstanding LGBTQ youth who 
are leading robust lives and being good neighbors in their 
communities. 

PG&E George Kronenberger Memorial 
Scholarship
Lucía Umeki-Martínez
They/Them/Theirs
Student, Watsonville High School

Genentech eQuality Scholarship 
Reyes Morales Warne
He/Him/His & They/Them/Theirs
Student, San Lorenzo Valley High School

2022 Awardees

Hector M. Torres Perez
He/Him/His
Student, Watsonville High School

Lucía Umeki-Martínez
They/Them/Theirs
Student, Watsonville High School

Miguel Martínez
He/Him/His
Student, Watsonville High School

Xochitl Medina 
She/Her/Hers & They/Them/Theirs
Student, Watsonville High School
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To all the diverse queer youth
out there, know that the
Radical Faeries are keeping
you in our hearts.

831-345-2412

Call or text us if you want to find out
more about the Santa Cruz Area

Radical Faeries

QYLA 2019

Help plan the 2019 awards

QYLA 2023

Help plan the 2023 awards
Congrats QYLA

 Nominees & Awardees!

Web Design     Print Design     Custom Software Solutions
iversendesign.com
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RECOGNIZING OUR VOLUNTEERS  
& CORE PRODUCTION TEAM

We thank the community members who donated their time, and who supported 
the project to help make the 2022 Queer Youth Leadership Awards possible: 

EMCEES Camila Snyder-Alaniz
Holly Boyd

BOOKKEEPING Hector M Torres Perez
Sophia Sandoval

CHOIR DIRECTOR Lori Rivera

DIRECTOR, EMCEE COACH Angela Ciandro

EVENT FILMING Watsonville High School Video Academy

EVENT PHOTOS Watsonville High School Yearbook Club

EVENT TRANSLATOR/INTERPRETER Kim Guadrón

FLOWERS Amy Scott, Ace's Flowers

FUNDRAISING Charlie Singer
Stuart Rosenstein

JUDGING FACILITATORS Jen Hastings, MD
Kathy Cytron, LCSW

LIGHTING & SOUND Lyndsey Gould

MELLO THEATRE FACILITY MANAGER Andy Botsford

PHOTOGRAPHY Rebecca Stark Photography

PROGRAM BOOKLET PRODUCTION Maddie Hitzeman

RESOURCE FAIR & RED CARPET Dean Maynard

SPANISH TRANSLATOR Yoli Gallardo-Guerrero

STAGE MANAGER Dylan Seals

VIDEO PRODUCTION Jeromie Whalen

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Joe Cosentino

WEBSITE Jordan Iversen, Iversen Design

YOUTH VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Miguel Martínez

PRODUCTION Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County
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RECOGNIZING OUR CO-SPONSORS
THANK YOU TO OUR CO-SPONSORS
Ace’s Flowers
Angela Ciandro & Jessica Lenth
Bay Area Municipal Elections Committee (BAYMEC)
Bay Federal Credit Union
burger.
California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA)
Cabrillo College Office of Student Equity
Capitola-Aptos Rotary Club
Charles Singer, RN, L.Ac.
City of Watsonville
Chris Weir and Sally Arnold
Coffeetopia
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County
Cruzio
Cynthia Druley
Edith Frederick
Emerging Jedi Award
First 5 Santa Cruz County
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) – Watsonville
Friends of Jimmy Panetta
Friends of Kathy Ruiz Goldenkranz
Friends of Mark Stone
G. Schulz
Gail D. Levine
Gail Pellerin for Assembly
In Memory of Connor Cockerham
In Memory of Richard Watson-Riley
Iversen Design
Jardines de San Juan

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Adam Spickler, Trustee, Cabrillo College
American Civil Liberties Union
Santa Cruz County Chapter (ACLU)
Assemblymember Mark Stone, CA State Assembly, 29th District
Bea Rosenstein
Big Brothers Big Sisters Santa Cruz County
Black China Bakery
Bookshop Santa Cruz
Boys and Girls Club of Santa Cruz County
Cantú Queer Center at UCSC
Capitola-Aptos Rotary Club
Chadeish Yameinu Jewish Renewal
Charlea Massion MD
Clare Sheils & Margaret A. Leonard
Closet Free Radio Show, KZSC
Dan Gold and Pat LeCuyer
Community Printers
David Lompa, US Bank, Business Specialist
Dharma’s Restaurant, Bernie Shapiro
Gary Cooper & Bill Fanning

Jeremy Ray, Live Oak School Board & Dr. Jessica Ray
Kaiser Permanente
Kathleen Hughes
Monterey Peninsula Pride
Mount Madonna School
Out In Our Faith
Pat LeCuyer and Dan Gold
Pajaro Valley Pride
Pajaro Valley Unified School District (PVUSD)
Peter di Grazia
Phillip Gomez & Van Boughner
Rebecca Stark Photography
Richard R. Gamboa, CRPS
Safe Schools Project
Salud Para la Gente
Santa Cruz Area Radical Faeries 
Santa Cruz City Schools (SCCS)
Santa Cruz County Office of Education (SCCOE)
Santa Cruz Community Health Centers
Santa Cruz Sentinel
Sheri & Richard Watson-Riley
Temple Beth El
The Diversity Center
The Trevor Project
TransFamilies of Santa Cruz County
Volunteers with the “No on Measure D” campaign
Watsonville High School
Woody Beville
Zoe Lofgren for Congress

Gary Martin
GLBT Alliance of Santa Cruz County
Greg SeaLion Cotten
James Olivas
La Selva Beach Community Church
Larry Almonte
Nancy Krueger and Doug Ardley
Nonprofit Connection (NPC) Santa Cruz County
PFLAG Santa Cruz County
Rob Adkisson
Ron Indra
Senator John Laird, California State Senate, 17th District
Suicide Prevention Service of the Central Coast
Talk of the Bay, KSQD
The Bagelry, John Hamstra
The Ugly Mug
Trans Teen Project
United Way of Santa Cruz County
Westside Video
Yoli Gallardo
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BULLYING DEFINED: 
Bullying is defined as a systematic, deliberate, on- going, power 
based, targeted, hostile and illegal act.  

Bullying includes but is not limited to: being made fun of, rumor 
spreading (whether true or false), being pushed, shoved, tripped, 
spat on, excluded from a group, being physically or sexually 

abused.  Cyber bullying is the fastest growing type of bullying.  

TARGETS:
Bullies select vulnerable targets, systematically train their targets 
to submit, and seek bystanders who passively accept or actively 
encourage or join in the act.  

Bullying is the second most unreported crime. Fully a third of all 
students in American schools report being bullied on a daily basis. 
160 million students stay home from school each day because 
they are afraid of being bullied.  Bullying hurts everyone: the victim, 
bystanders and the bullies themselves.

Schools can prevent bullying by teaching anti-bullying through 
role modeling, early education and prevention programs, staff 
training, direct intervention and consistent discipline policies that 
are published and broadcasted to all.  Bullying can be stopped 
by assertive targets, bystanders who speak up and adults who 
intervene effectively.

Bullying
What everyone should know about 
  

For sources and 
more information, visit: 

SafeSchoolsProject.org

It is against the law!

RESOURCES:
safeschoolsproject.org
qytf.org
diversitycenter.org
transteenproject.org
genderspectrum.org
pflagscc.org
transfamiliesca.org
stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov
parentsagainstbullying.com
stopcyberbullying.org

DOCUMENTARY:
Kids in Crisis: You’re Not Alone
(PBS Milwaukee)

PHONE NUMBERS:
National Suicide Hotline

1-800-273-8255

The Trevor Project 
(Helpline for LGBTQ youth and families)

1-866-488-7386

Crisis Text Line

Text 741741 
for any crisis support

Transgender Lifeline

1-877-565-8860

Medical or other emergencies

call 911

Bullying violates the following 
California laws: Ed Code 200, 
Ed Code 220, AB 9 Seth Law, 
AB 537, AB 394, AB 777.
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TARGETED STUDENT
1. write down in a journal what happened, the time, the date, who was there and 

witnessed what took place.

2. tell your parents/ guardians what is going on and how you feel about it.

3. tell your friends what is going on and ask for support, seek out a trusted teacher, 
coach, spiritual leader or adult.

4. do not act without thinking things through.

5. understand that this is not your fault.

    

TEACHER
1. ask the student to tell you how they have been bullied, by whom and what 

exactly took place.

2. ask the student who and what gives them the best support at this time. 

3. tell the student that you heard them and that you will help them make a plan.

BYSTANDER
1. gather friends around the bullied friend and stand together in between the 

target and the bully.

2. with physical violence, film it on your phone and call the police.

3. get the target to safety and tell someone.

4. if you can’t take some action yourself, tell someone you trust who has the power 
to help.

PARENTS
Recognize your child is being victimized and may feel helpless.

1. ask your kid to tell you everything that took place and how they are feeling. Tell 
them you are there for them and that bullying is wrong.

2. talk with supportive confidants about what went on, devise plans to cope with 
and support yourself and your kid.

3. speak to the teachers, administrators and or police for remedies.

ADMINISTRATORS
1. arrange to meet with each of the families separately. 

2. set a designated time to make sure the bullying has stopped.

For sources and more information, visit: 

SafeSchoolsProject.org
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THE TREVOR PROJECT
Crisis support for LGBTQIA+ youth 24/7 and 365 days a year. Free and confiden-
tial. Call 1-866-488-7386 or Text “start” to 678-678. You can also chat online and 
access more mental health resources at thetrevorproject.org

NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION LIFELINE
Free and confidential access to crisis counselors 24/7 and 365 days a year. Call 
1-800-273-8255.

MOBILE EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM FOR YOUTH 
(MERTY) 
MERTY provides crisis support services to youth 21 and under in South County 
(North County coming this summer). The clinical team will come to you and can 
provide services at safe sites including schools and other community settings, in-
cluding after-school programs and faith based organizations. To request MERTY 
services, call 1-800-952-2335 Monday-Friday between 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 

NAMI SANTA CRUZ COUNTY HELP LINE
Receive support and access to local resources. Leave a message and receive a 
call back within 24 hours from a trained volunteer. Call (831) 427-8020. 

RESOURCES TO SUPPORT LGBTQIA+ YOUTH 
MENTAL HEALTH

Visit  
QYLA.org/resources for 
additional information



To ensure early childhood systems
and supports foster equitable

health, development and well-being
for all young children and their
families in Santa Cruz County. 

Healthy, Happy and Well-Prepared
Children. Thriving Families. Connected

Communities. Equitable Systems

Learn more: www.first5scc.org

Congratulations to the Nominees and Awardees of 
the 2022 Queer Youth Leadership Awards!
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Programs:
Some of the programs of the Safe Schools Project include:
✓ Safe School Liaisons
✓ Queer Youth Updates
✓ Internships
✓ QSA/GSA Summits 
✓ Safe School Resources✓ Community Action Teams✓ Curriculum Development ✓ Leadership Conferences 

Contact the SSP:
Ron Indra, Coordinator 

ron.indra@QYTF.org
www.QYTF.org   l  (831) 427-4014

Mission Statement:
The mission of the Safe Schools Project of Santa Cruz County is to raise awareness of the hostile atmosphere queer youth face on 
school campuses in Santa Cruz County, advocate for the enforcement of AB 537, The California Student Safety & Violence Prevention 
Act of 2000, and be a catalyst for action in each Santa Cruz County school district to make schools safer for all youth. Funded, in 
part, by the County Mental Health Act.

Objectives:

✓ Identify “safe 
persons” (faculty and 
staff) within each school 
district regarding AB 537 
enforcement.

✓ Work with PTA’s, Site 
Council’s, adult allies, 
and “community teams” 
within each school 
district.

✓ Work with school 
administrators to create 
a “safe schools 
campaign” within each 
school district.

✓ Raise awareness of 
each school district’s 
enforcement of AB537.

✓ Maintain a resource 
website for the Safe 
Schools Project in English 
and Spanish. 

OF SAnTA CRUz COUnTY A Project of the Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County

The Safe Schools Project of Santa 
Cruz County (SSP) works in collabora-
tion with local schools and local and 
state-wide community organizations 
to help guarantee the enforcement 
AB 537 locally, avoid duplication in 
resources and services, and utilize 
successful models where they may 
exist to support safer schools for LGBTIQ 
youth and their allies. The overall goal 
of SSP is for every queer and queer-
friendly student, parent, and staff 
person in the K-12 system within Santa 
Cruz County to be knowledgeable of 
AB 537 and the rights that each student 
has to be safe on campus free from 
bullying or harassment.

Overview:
Under the California Student Safety 
and Violence Prevention Act of 2000 
(AB 537), all California public schools 
have a duty to protect students 
from discrimination and/or harass-
ment on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity. The California 
Safe Schools Coalition authored 
a report in 2004, The Safe Place To 
Learn Report, highlighting that when 
students are empowered with the 
knowledge of their safety rights and 
when school administrators enforce 
AB 537, schools have proven to be 
safer for ALL students.

 

Community Support:
The Task Force is asking for community support 
in two ways: volunteer support and financial 
support.
 
Volunteers who have experience with school 
districts or who have a general interest in 
supporting safer schools are encouraged to 
help the project meet its objectives.
 
Currently, SSP is operating with funds derived 
from the County Mental Health Act and 
community donations. In addition to securing 
funding for the coordinator and research assistant 
in 2014, SSP seeks to expand the project by 
securing funds for:
 

• Stipends for four youth internships

• Travel expenses for youth conferences

• Printing expenses for AB537 resources

• Advertising in local publications


