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“

Those who
advance
diversity and
social justice
should be
celebrated.

Congratulations
to all Queer Youth
Leadership Award
nominees and
their allies, past
and present!

Since 1997, the Diversity Partnership Fund at the Community Foundation
has invested over $1 million in local causes that promote inclusiveness and
social justice to better the lives of LGBTQ people in our community, now and
for future generations.

www.cfscc.org/DiversityPartnership

W W W. C F S C C . O R G

• 831.662.2000
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Welcome!
Thank you for attending the 20th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Awards.Tonight the Santa Cruz County community
20th Annual
comes together to celebrate and recognize some of today’s young Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and
Questioning (LGBTIQ) leaders and their individual and organizational allies. The Queer Youth Task Force of Santa
Cruz County is proud to welcome you to this year’s awards ceremony. Please join us in recognizing all the nominees for the following award categories: the Queer Youth Leadership Award, the Ally to Queer Youth Award and the
Organizational Ally to Queer Youth Award. We thank the many volunteers and sponsors of the QYLA, and give a
special thank you to Community Television of Santa Cruz County.
Core Production Team of the 2017 Queer Youth Leadership Awards
2017

¡Bienvenidos!
Gracias por asistir a la vigésimo Entrega de los Reconocimientos a los Jóvenes Líderes “Gay”. Esta noche la comunidad de Santa Cruz se une para celebrar y reconocer a los jóvenes líderes gay, lesbiíanas, bisexuales, transgéneros,
intersex y los que estén cuestionando. Así mismo, estos premios reconocen a los aliados de estos jóvenes y a las
organizaciones que participan en la vida de estos jóvenes como sus aliados. El Task Force o Grupo de Acción para el
“Gay o Queer” está orgulloso de darles la bienvenida a esta ceremonia. Favor de acompañarnos al reconocer a todos
los nominados en las siguientes categorías: el Reconocimiento a los Jóvenes Líderes “Gay,” el Reconocimiento a los
Aliados de los Jóvenes “Gay” y por ultimo el Reconocimiento a la Organización Aliada con los Jóvenes “gay.” Nos
gustaría también agradecer a todos los voluntarios y patrocinadores de estos reconocimientos y darle un agradecimiento especial a la Televisión Comunitaria del Condado de Santa Cruz.
2017
El Equipo Principal de Producción de los Reconocimientos a los Jóvenes Líderes “Gay”
2017
Our Vision of the Future: A vibrant community where every youth thrives in their expression of actual or perceived sexual orientation and
gender identity. Our Mission: The Queer Youth Task Force (QYTF) is comprised of individuals and organizations that work with, or support,
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and questioning (LGBTIQ) youth. We strive to improve the quality of life for all LGBTIQ youth
in our community, as well as children raised in homes where LGBTIQ people live by: Fostering strong inter-generational collaboration
by soliciting feedback from, and working with, youth; Identifying queer youths’ unmet needs and evaluating responses; Strategizing and
implementing new resources, and improvements to existing resources; Improving awareness of available community resources and fostering
collaboration of services; Supporting LGBTIQ related education, advocacy, inter-agency interactions and media opportunities; Addressing
Force isisa intended
fiscal agent to
of The
Diversity Center.
perceptions of queer youth by themselves, their families, their schools and the community. The
OurTask
mission
proactively
enhance
understanding and respond if oppression occurs. The Task Force is a fiscal agent of The Diversity Center.
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CREATING CHANGE THROUGH CELEBRATION
Acknowledging the Unacknowledged

History of the QYLA

As we celebrate and recognize tonight’s young
LGBTIQ leaders, we must pause to recognize that they
are only a fraction of the LGBTIQ youth within Santa
Cruz County. Due to fear, intolerance and bullying,
many LGBTIQ youth are closeted and invisible to
the LGBTIQ community. These “unsung heroes” are
working to end homophobia and transphobia, and
they are struggling daily to simply live a life free from
bullying. Although they are not able to be here tonight,
we must acknowledge their presence within our
community and we must learn from their stories and
the stories of today’s awardees and nominees that
there is more work to do. On behalf of the Queer Youth
Leadership Awards, we wish to recognize all of the
unsung heroes across Santa Cruz County who, despite
all obstacles, are continuing to live true to themselves.

In April of 1998, Santa Cruz County enjoyed the first
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender
Youth Award Ceremony and Banquet. The event was
primarily produced by the grass-roots leadership of
a core team of volunteers solicited from the local
GLBT Youth Task Force and the wider community. The
Youth Awards idea was born out of the Task Force’s
subcommittee to raise the visibility of Queer youth.
The awards and banquet event was seen as a way to
significantly increase the awareness of Queer youth in
our community.

Mission Statement
The mission of QYLA is to improve the lives of
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex
and Questioning youth by increasing the positive
awareness of Queer Youth Leadership, and increasing
safe and welcoming environments in home, school,
and community. QYLA honors today’s Queer youth
leaders and their allies in three award categories: The
Queer Youth Leadership Award; The Ally to Queer
Youth Award; and The Organizational Ally to Queer
Youth Award.
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Queer Youth Task Force
The Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County
(QYTF), meeting for nearly twenty one years, is
comprised of individuals and organizations that work
with, or support, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
intersex and questioning (LGBTIQ) youth. We strive to
improve the quality of life for all LGBTIQ youth in our
community, as well as children raised in homes where
LGBTIQ people live.
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QYLA LEGACY PROJECT
Mission

Celebrating Queer Youth & Allies since
1998

The intention of the QYLA Legacy Project is to
document a unique organization that has continued
for 20 years—an organization that honors, inspires and
provides a platform for queer youth and their allies.
We hope to include former awardees and nominees
in the project, highlighting their experience with the
QYLA’s and where they are now. We also hope that
this project can be used to educate the general public
about the resiliency, heart, and activism of the queer
youth of Santa Cruz County and their allies.

Be Part of it!

Since 1998 the Queer Youth Leadership Awards has
been recognizing queer youth across Santa Cruz
County for being leaders within their communities. This
annual gala event brings many intersecting identities
together in celebration of queer youth, their allies, and
all of their achievements. QYLA has been hosted in
communities throughout Santa Cruz County, starting
at a modest restaurant in 1998.

1998: Hobee’s Restuarant, Santa Cruz

So much has changed in 20 years but there is still
so much work to be done. The Project will honor
the progress QYLA awardees and nominees have
made, while at the same time bringing attention to
what’s next. There are many ways to help preserve
this important community event and ensure its
continuation in the future.
QYLA has preserved all of the original bio’s and video
footage from most years of the awards, including news
articles, video interviews with awardees and nominees,
photographs and QYLA programs — documenting the
over 400 nominees in the history of QYLA,

1999: YWCA Watsonville, Watsonville
2000: Cocoanut Grove, Santa Cruz
2001: Cocoanut Grove, Santa Cruz
2002: Louden Nelson Community Center, Santa Cruz
2003: Henry J. Mello Center, Watsonville
2004: Harbor High School, Santa Cruz
2005: Santa Cruz High School, Santa Cruz
2006: Henry J. Mello Center, Watsonville
2007: Harbor High School, Santa Cruz
2008: New Brighton Middle School, Capitola
2009: Scotts Valley High School, Scotts Valley
2010: New Brighton Middle School, Capitola
2011: San Lorenzo Valley High School, Felton
2012: Shoreline Middle School, Santa Cruz

If you would like to be part of the QYLA Legacy
Project, please contact us!
George A. Camany
QYLA Honoree 2003
(831) 427-4004
QYLA.org/legacy
legacy@QYLA.org

2013: Pajaro Valley High School, Watsonville
2014: New Brighton Middle School, Capitola
2015: San Lorenzo Valley High School, Felton
2016: Aptos High School, Aptos
2017: Pajaro Valley High School, Watsonville

Facebook.com/QYLALegacyProject
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PROGRAM
Opening: Kuumbwa Jazz Honor Band
Welcome
Assemblymember Anna M. Caballero
California State Assembly, 30th District
Honoring Queer Youth Leadership Award
Nominees
Queer Youth Leadership Award
Awardee Gwen Herren
Queer Youth Leadership Award
Awardee Isa Moreno
Performance
“When I Close My Eyes” performed by Vincent Oxenhandler
Honoring Ally to Queer Youth Award
Nominees
Ally to Queer Youth Award
Awardee Alex Santana Jr
QYLA Founder
Terry Cavanagh
Tribute to Unsung Hero’s
QYLA Legacy Project
George Camany
Queer Youth Leadership Award
Awardee Vincent Oxenhandler
Honoring Organizational Ally to Queer Youth
Nominees
Organizational Ally to Queer Youth
Awardee Alianza Charter School Gay-Straight Alliance
(GSA)
Organizational Ally to Queer Youth
Awardee Subjects to Change, Santa Cruz Museum of Art &
History Teen Program
Queer Youth Leadership Award
Awardee Hailey Howard
Performance
“Beyonce 2.0” by Violet Jai
Building Community Support
Finale
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EMCEE’S & PERFORMERS OF THE 20TH ANNUAL QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS

EMCEE’S

ALMI

Almi is a 17 year old senior at Highlands Park alternative program. They are
pansexual, polyamorous, agender and use they/them pronouns. Almi loves
rabbits and participating in LGBTQ related activism and enjoys marching,
being apart of panels, co-leading the SLVHS GSA, and emceeing! Their main
goal in their activism is to incorporate intersectionality in the LGBT community,
including neurodivergency, body positivity, racial diversity, feminism, and so
on, and they hope you enjoy this year’s QYLA!

ISA MORENO

Isa Moreno began emceeing just last fall when she volunteered to do so for
GSA Network’s Youth Empowerment Summit (YES). Though challenging, Isa
saw it as a tremendous lesson on rehearsal and performance. As President
of Watsonville High’s Sexuality and Gender Acceptance (SAGA) Club, Isa
emceed the Youth Summit at her school which led to the Fairy Godmother of
all auditions -- an audition to be an emcee for QYLA 2017, a true end to her
Queer High School fairy tale!

PERFORMERS

KUUMBWA JAZZ HONOR BAND

The Kuumbwa Jazz Honor Band
represents the “best of the best” high
school student musicians from Santa
Cruz County. Hand-picked by their
band directors, these talented young
“ambassadors of jazz” pass a rigorous
audition to earn their position in the
Honor Band. During weekly rehearsals
at Kuumbw, they study advanced jazz
theory, arranging, improvisation, and
learn valuable life skills in team work and
critical thinking. Under the direction of
Terrel Eaton.

VINCENT OXENHANDLER

Vincent loves art of all kinds but especially music, poetry, and painting. He has
been performing since he was a child and hopes to continue performing and
exploring art for as long as he lives. He is most inspired by nature, personal
struggle and human beings.

VIOLET JAI

Violet Jai is transgender female who was born and raised in Santa Cruz, CA.
Violet is an actress, singer, trained dancer, and model. Violet’s goal is to be a
transgender representation in the music and modeling industry and to be a
role model for the entire LGBTQ+ community. Violet is dual enrolled at Delta
Charter High School and Cabrillo College. Violet would like to thank her best
friends Anya, and Alex, and her boyfriend Andrew.

T WENTIETH ANNUAL SANTA CRUZ COUNT Y QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS

| 11

Congratulations to this
year’s Santa Cruz County
Queer Youth Leadership
awardees, and to the Queer
Youth Leadership Awards
for a successful 20 years!
Internships Available
Santa Cruz Office: Room 318-A, 701 Ocean St, Santa Cruz
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(831) 425-0401
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Q U E E R Y O U T H L E A D E R S H I P AW A R D

Designed to honor the leadership of Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex or Queer
(LGBTIQ) young people throughout Santa
Cruz County.
Four awardees will receive a cash award of
$250, as well as the opportunity to designate
a queer youth friendly project or nonprofit
organization in their community to receive a
$500 donation.
Given annually to queer youth who are 12
to 18 years of age to acknowledge their
accomplishments and the contributions they
have made to their communities, whether
this be in their homes, schools, religious
institutions, athletic or academic teams, or
other social groups.

R E CO N O C I M I E N TO S PA R A LO S
ALIADOS A JÓVENES “GAY”
Diseñados para honrar a los aliados de
todas las edades que hayan contribuido de
manera importante a mejorar las vidas de los
jóvenes Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender
o Intersex (GLBTI) y los jóvenes que tienen
familia GLBTI.
Cuatro ganadores recibirán un premio en
efectivo de $250 dólares, como también la
oportunidad de desarrollar un proyecto para
los Jovenes “Gay” o una organización sin fin
de lucro dentro de su comunidad y recibirá
para este proyecto una donación en efectivo
de $500 dólares.
Dado anualmente a los jóvenes “Gay” con
edad de 12 a 18 años, como reconocimiento
a sus logros y a las contribuciones que
hayan hecho para sus comunidades, tales
como en sus hogares, escuelas, instituciones
religiosas, equipos athléticos o académicos y
otros grupos sociales.
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QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD

GWEN
HERREN—–NAowmairNdeeee
ALEX ROCHA

Student,
Charter High School
Student,Delta
Watsonville
School at Cabrillo College
Gwen
has
been
a
quiet
but
resilient
leader
at Delta
School’sprogram
Queer Straight
Anika Tabachnick is an intern in the
Subjects
to Change
Alliance
for inthe
pastCruz.
twoAnika
years.
Sheshies
has away
demonstrated
remarkable
at the MAH
Santa
never
from a teachable
strength
and
determination
while
struggling
with
her
gender
identity as
moment and takes every opportunity to educate the people around
athem.
transThey
woman
losing to
herteaching
mother people
in 2015.about
Despite
struggles,
are and
dedicated
thethese
importance
she
has
finished
her
High
School
credits
a
semester
early
and
enrolled
of respecting pronouns and transgender and gender nonconforming
in
CabrilloAnika
classes.
Rather that
thanthe
graduate
early,
Gwen has
remained at
identities.
proposed
MAH have
a gender
neutral
Delta
to
support
the
QSA
where
she
currently
acts
as
club
treasurer,
bathroom, which recently became a permanent fixture at the
museum.a
position
existtountil
she the
insisted.
proved
how necessary
This will that
go adidn’t
long way
making
MAHThey
a more
welcoming
space
the
position
was,
keeping
track
of
reimbursements,
donations
and
club
for trans/nonbinary individuals. They are always working to creating
expenses.
They
have
attended
both
YESand
conferences
andfor
works
hard to
communities
and
spaces
that are
safe
comfortable
trans/
attend
events
despite
transportation
limitations.
Gwen,
though
shy,
nonbinary individuals by educating the people around them. They is an
.
important
leader
the Delta QSA
navigate an
oftenatunwelcoming
world
with confidence and grace.

ANIKA
TABACHNIK
HAILEY
HOWARD—–NAo m i N e e

wardee

Intern, Subjects to
Change
Youth
Empowerment
Student,
Scotts
Valley
High School
Program
at
the
Santa
Cruz
Museum
of
Art
&
History
(MAH)
Hailey is a student at Scotts Valley High and her school’s SAGA president.
Anikabrings
Tabachnick
is an
intern
in the Subjects
to Change
program
She always
a positive
and
collaborative
approach
to change
both
at
the
MAH
in
Santa
Cruz.
Anika
never
shies
away
from
a
teachable
locally and nationally. For the past two years she’s presented at the YES
moment as
and
takes
to educate
the peopleand
around
conference
well
as every
at theopportunity
county-level
summit meetings,
this
them.
They
are
dedicated
to
teaching
people
about
the
importance
year she represented her county at the Creating Change conference in
of respecting
and with
transgender
and genderto
nonconforming
Philadelphia.
Shepronouns
has worked
the administration
provide input
identities.
Anika
proposed
that
the
MAH
have
a
gender
neutral
from students about gender-neutral bathrooms and created lessons
on
bathroom,
which
a permanent
fixtureclass
at the
museum.
LGBTQ
slurs
and recently
bullying became
to incorporate
into health
curriculum.
go a long
wayevents
to making
MAH
a more welcoming
SheThis
haswill
organized
club
and the
done
successful
outreach atspace
local
for trans/nonbinary
individuals.
are always
working
creating
middle
schools to ensure
incoming They
9th graders
know
about to
SAGA.
She
communities
and
spaces
that
are
safe
and
comfortable
for
trans/
handles these pressures with dignity, grace and a positive attitude while
nonbinary
individuals
by educating the people around them. They
remaining
a 4.0 GPA
student.
navigate an often unwelcoming world with confidence and grace.

ISA
MORENO
ATLAS
CRISWELL

– A w a r—
d eN
e omiNee
Student,
Watsonville
High
School
Student, Santa Cruz High School

Isa,
a Tabachnick
senior at Watsonville
is Subjects
the President
of the
Sexuality and
Anika
is an internHigh
in the
to Change
program
Gender
Acceptance
club
and
the
top
of
her
class.
She
consistently
at the MAH in Santa Cruz. Anika never shies away from a teachable
exercises
her takes
leadership
by running
meetings
and
organizing
local
moment and
everyskills
opportunity
to educate
the
people
around
and
national
events
such
as
National
Day
of
Silence
and
Coming
them. They are dedicated to teaching people about the importance Out
Day.
After conquering
her
internal
struggles
asgender
a Xicana
from a relatively
of respecting
pronouns
and
transgender
and
nonconforming
conservative
community,
Isa
has
found
her
voice
and
is
determined to
identities. Anika proposed that the MAH have a gender neutral
make
a difference
for young
peoplea forced
to hide
theirat
identities
in fear
bathroom,
which recently
became
permanent
fixture
the museum.
of
harassment.
Her
work
in
the
community
is
too
numerous
to
list,
This will go a long way to making the MAH a more welcoming spacebut
without
reservation, Isa
is student
leader
deserves
to to
becreating
recognized
for trans/nonbinary
individuals.
They
arewho
always
working
for
her
intersectional
LGBTQ
organizing
that
is
bringing
awareness
communities and spaces that are safe and comfortable for trans/ and
connecting
people of by
color
struggles,
and
immigration
in
nonbinary individuals
educating
theLGBTQ
peopleissues,
around
them.
They
the
region.
navigate an often unwelcoming world with confidence and grace.
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QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD

VINCENT
OXENHANDLER
ALEX ROCHA

– Awardee
— NomiNee
Student,
Delta
Charter
High
School
at
Cabrillo
College and Leader,
Student, Watsonville High School
Subjects
to Change, Santa
Cruz Museum
of Art & History
(MAH)program
Teen Program
Anika Tabachnick
is an intern
in the Subjects
to Change

Vincent
has inbeen
a Cruz.
leader
in the
queer
community
several years,
at the MAH
Santa
Anika
never
shies
away fromfor
a teachable
participating
in
the
GSA
at
both
SLV
and
Delta
High,
in
moment and takes every opportunity to educate the peopleaddition
around to
holding
a leadership
role intoSubjects
Change,
a youth
program at the
them. They
are dedicated
teachingtopeople
about
the importance
Museum
of
Art
and
History.
Vincent
is
openly
trans
and
works
to support
of respecting pronouns and transgender and gender nonconforming
other
transAnika
and queer
youth
in the
theMAH
community.
They are
a gifted poet,
identities.
proposed
that
have a gender
neutral
faithful
friend,
and
someone
staff
and
students
alike
can
count
on to
bathroom, which recently became a permanent fixture at the
museum.
follow
through
when
Vincent
takes
a stand
for those space
in need,
This will
go a long
wayneeded.
to making
the MAH
a more
welcoming
always
mindful
of
using
their
privilege
as
a
white,
openly
trans
person
for trans/nonbinary individuals. They are always working to creating
to
raise the voices
of marginalized
students.
They have the
knowledge
communities
and spaces
that are safe
and comfortable
for trans/
of
what
it
means
to
collaborate
and
create
empowering
programs
nonbinary individuals by educating the people around them. They and
safe
spaces
for everyone.
navigate
an often
unwelcoming world with confidence and grace.

ANIKA
TABACHNIK
ANDREA
FLORES—–NNo m i N e e

ominee

Intern, Subjects toStudent,
ChangeWatsonville
Youth Empowerment
High School
Program
at
the
Santa
Cruz
Museum
of
Art
&
History
Andrea first attended the Watsonville Queer Youth Meet-ups in(MAH)
2015.
Anikashe
Tabachnick
is an intern
in the
Change
Since then,
has embraced
the role
ofSubjects
a youth to
activist
andprogram
leader,
at the MAH
in Santa
Anika to
never
shies
away
from
a teachable
continuously
showing
herCruz.
dedication
social
justice
and
the queer
youth
momentAlong
and takes
every
opportunity
to educate
the people
around
community.
with the
Diversity
Center’s
Youth Program
Coordinator,
them.
Theyaare
dedicated to
people
about
the importance
Andrea
made
presentation
at teaching
the PVUSD
Parent
conference
where
of spoke
respecting
and transgender
and gender
nonconforming
they
withpronouns
monolingual
Spanish parents
about the
importance
identities.
proposed
that
the MAH
have
a gender
neutral
of accepting
their Anika
LGBTIQ+
kids. In
2016,
Andrea
attended
the
GSA
bathroom,activist
which recently
became
fixture and
at the
museum.
Network’s
camp, giving
heraapermanent
new knowledge
passion
for
This
will
go
a
long
way
to
making
the
MAH
a
more
welcoming
space
social justice activism. With this knowledge, Andrea became involved
forWatsonville
trans/nonbinary
are always
working
to went
creating
in the
High individuals.
production They
of “What’s
in a Name”
and
on
communities
and
spaces
that
are
safe
and
comfortable
for
trans/
to be a panelist for Triangle Speakers, a Diversity Center Program that
by educating
the people
around them. They
worksnonbinary
to end theindividuals
stigma towards
the LGBTIQ+
community.
navigate an often unwelcoming world with confidence and grace.

ADRIAN
TORRES
ATLAS CRISWELL

– N—
om
Ni on emei N e e
Student,
Pajaro
Valley
High
School
Student, Santa Cruz High School

Adrian
sets the barisfor
means
to be a loud
and proud
member of
Anika Tabachnick
anwhat
internit in
the Subjects
to Change
program
the
queer
community.
They
fearlessly
rocks
stiletto
heels
and
rainbow
at the MAH in Santa Cruz. Anika never shies away from a teachable
flags
around
campus.
Their
dedication
to applying
beautiful
makeup
moment
and takes
every
opportunity
to educate
the people
around
and
showcasing
a
glamorous
look
puts
them
above
and
beyond
as a
them. They are dedicated to teaching people about the importance
representative
of the queer
They
been
a star performer
of respecting pronouns
andcommunity.
transgender
andhave
gender
nonconforming
at
the
YES
conference
drag
show
for
two
consecutive
years,
identities. Anika proposed that the MAH have a gender neutralspending
time,
money
andrecently
mental became
energy perfecting
hisfixture
music,atchoreography,
bathroom,
which
a permanent
the museum.
dress
and
wig
for
every
performance.
In
addition
to
these
show-stopping
This will go a long way to making the MAH a more welcoming space
performances,
Adrian
is known They
as the
Queen”to
forcreating
the Pajaro
for trans/nonbinary
individuals.
are“Publicity
always working
Valley
High
Gay
Straight
Alliance,
approaching
students
and
inviting
communities and spaces that are safe and comfortable for trans/
them
to meetings.
It’s this
kind of outstanding
makes
nonbinary
individuals
by educating
the peoplebehavior
around that
them.
They them
a
model
of
pride.
navigate an often unwelcoming world with confidence and grace.
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QUEER YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD

CHAMOMILE
ROCAMORA
ALEX ROCHA

– Nominee
— NomiNee
Student,
Delta
Charter
High
School
at
Cabrillo
College and Lead Administrator
Student, Watsonville High School
Subjects to Change (Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History (MAH) Teen Program)

Anika Tabachnick is an intern in the Subjects to Change program
Cham
is an in
outstanding
in the shies
queeraway
community
through their
at the MAH
Santa Cruz.leader
Anika never
from a teachable
dedication
to
the
QSA
at
Delta
Charter
School
and
their
moment and takes every opportunity to educate the people leadership
around
role
inThey
the Subjects
to Change
program
at the
MAH.
year, Cham
them.
are dedicated
to teaching
people
about
theThis
importance
attended
the Creating
Conference
they
learned about
of respecting
pronounsChange
and transgender
andwhere
gender
nonconforming
intersectionality
within the that
queer
community.
is passionate
identities. Anika proposed
the
MAH have Cham
a gender
neutral about
bringing
what
they
learned
from
Creating
Change
back
to the
larger
bathroom, which recently became a permanent fixture at the
museum.
Santa
Cruz
are the
currently
with Deltaspace
School
This will
go aCommunity,
long way toand
making
MAH aworking
more welcoming
counseling
staff
to
create
a
peer
mental
health
counseling
program.
for trans/nonbinary individuals. They are always working to creating
Through
Subjects
to Change,
has
helped
create afor
teen-focused
communities
and spaces
that Cham
are safe
and
comfortable
trans/
zine
working
to
maintain
safe
spaces
for
folks
with
mental
health
nonbinary individuals by educating the people around them. They
disabilities.
to push creative
boundaries
as aand
change-maker
navigate anTheir
oftenability
unwelcoming
world with
confidence
grace.
gives them a unique gift as a leader in the queer community.

ANIKA TABACHNIK— N o m i N e e

FINN
DOBLO
– Nominee
Intern, Subjects to
Change
Youth Empowerment
Student,of
Pacific
School
Program at the Santa Cruz Museum
Art &Collegiate
History (MAH)
Finn is Anika
currently
a 9th grader
at Pacific
Collegiate
School program
and coTabachnick
is an intern
in the Subjects
to Change
president
the in
Gay
Straight
He shies
joinedaway
the GSA
7th grade
at theof
MAH
Santa
Cruz.Alliance.
Anika never
fromin
a teachable
andmoment
chose toand
step
up this
year
to ensuretolasting
leadership
once
their
takes
every
opportunity
educate
the people
around
senior
co-president
graduates.
strength
andthe
courage,
Finn
them.
They are dedicated
to Modeling
teaching people
about
importance
made
the decision
to transition
from Fauveand
to gender
Finn this
year, coming
of respecting
pronouns
and transgender
nonconforming
out to hisidentities.
friends and
family.
Additionally,
sent
a thoughtful
email
Anika
proposed
that theFinn
MAH
have
a gender neutral
tobathroom,
his teachers
about
the became
transition,a permanent
a pioneering
step at
that
PCS
which
recently
fixture
theother
museum.
students
have
emulated.
Finn
shown
leadership
This will
go asince
long way
to making
thehas
MAH
a more
welcomingbeyond
space
PCS,foracting
as a Triangle
SpeakerThey
through
the Diversity
and
trans/nonbinary
individuals.
are always
workingCenter
to creating
attending
their various
eventsthat
and
Finn for
is a
role
communities
and spaces
aresupport
safe andgroups.
comfortable
trans/
modelnonbinary
and ally, individuals
not only atby
his
school, but
our greater
educating
the in
people
aroundcommunity.
them. They
navigate an often unwelcoming world with confidence and grace.
GRIFFIN
EVANS
ATLAS CRISWELL

– N o—
mN
i no
e em i N e e
Student,
Santa
Cruz
High
School
Student, Santa Cruz High School

Griffin
is a kind, compassionate
student
at Santa
Cruz High
Anika Tabachnick
is an intern inand
thededicated
Subjects to
Change
program
and
of theCruz.
Rainbow
Thisaway
is their
semester as
at thePresident
MAH in Santa
Anika Alliance.
never shies
fromthird
a teachable
Rainbow
Alliance
masteringtothe
leadership
skills required
moment and
takesPresident,
every opportunity
educate
the people
around to
them.
TheyThey
are dedicated
tomaintain
teachingthe
people
the importance
run
a club.
consistently
clubsabout
18 member
participation,
of
respecting
pronouns
and
transgender
and
gender
nonconforming
organize club activities
fundraisers,
for the first time in years,
identities.
Anika a
proposed
that the
MAH have a gender
neutral member.
helped
design
club T-shirt
in collaboration
with another
bathroom,
which
recently
became
a
permanent
fixture
at
thetheir
museum.
They created and participated in a queer student panel for
peers
This
will go
a long
way to making
the MAH
a more welcoming
space
in
health
class,
answering
questions
in a professional
and researched
for trans/nonbinary
individuals.
They curiosity.
are always
working
to creating
manner
when addressing
their peers
They’re
currently
working
communities
and
spaces
that
are
safe
and
comfortable
for
trans/
on a second workshop called Queer Vocabulary 101. And it must be
nonbinary individuals
by done
educating
the
people
around
They class
mentioned,
that they’ve
all this
work
while
takingthem.
a rigorous
navigate
often unwelcoming
load
and an
maintaining
a 3.6 GPA. world with confidence and grace.
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JAZZ
ALEXSERRATO
ROCHA

– N
N oo m
—
miinNeeee
Student,
Watsonville
High
School
& Chapter Leader,
Student, Watsonville High School
Santa Cruz County Friday Night Live Youth N.O.W. Chapter

Anika Tabachnick is an intern in the Subjects to Change program
Jazz
a leader
andCruz.
advocate
striving
to promote
wellbeing
in their
at theisMAH
in Santa
Anika never
shies
away from
a teachable
community.
With
three
years
of
experience
working
with
the
Friday
Night
moment and takes every opportunity to educate the people around
Live
program,
partnershiptofor
positivepeople
and healthy
development,
them.
They area dedicated
teaching
aboutyouth
the importance
Jazz
has
stepped
up
as
a
role
model
for
their
peers
and
younger
youth.
of respecting pronouns and transgender and gender nonconforming
They
are passionate
about
community
mobilizing,
addressing
identities.
Anika proposed
that
the MAH have
a gender
neutral issues
affecting
the
community
such
as
substance
use
and
social
bathroom, which recently became a permanent fixture atshifting
the museum.
norms.
is making
workingthe
to MAH
promote
a positive
social
norms
This willCurrently,
go a long Jazz
way to
a more
welcoming
space
campaign
at
Watsonville
High
School
designed
to
help
young
people
for trans/nonbinary individuals. They are always working to creating
make
decisions
around
substances
andand
school
traditionsfor
like
prom and
communities
and
spaces
that are safe
comfortable
trans/
graduation.
They
take
initiative
to
organize
and
design
projects
nonbinary individuals by educating the people around them. They that
are
engaging
and unwelcoming
make a difference,
while
being kind,
navigate
an often
world all
with
confidence
and empathetic,
grace.

ANIKA TABACHNIK
LUPE LARA—–NNo m i N e e

ominee

Intern, Subjects Student,
to Change
Youth
Empowerment
Pajaro
Valley
High School
Program
at
the
Santa
Cruz
Museum
of
Art
&
History
Lupe is an active participant and motivator within Pajaro Valley(MAH)
High
Anika
is an intern
in the Subjects
Change
program
School’s
GayTabachnick
Straight Alliance.
They’re
an activeto and
enthusiastic
at the MAH
in Santa
Cruz. Anika
never
shies awaycreative
from a teachable
participant
in group
discussions,
often
generating
ideas for
momentThey
and takes
every acts
opportunity
to educate
thecommunication
people around
campaigns.
frequently
as a liaison
for open
them. the
They
are and
dedicated
to teaching
aboutworking
the importance
between
GSA
other queer
youthpeople
meet ups,
to build
of respecting
and transgender
and gender
nonconforming
bridges
betweenpronouns
PVHS students
and other members
of the
community.
Anikatoproposed
theanchor,
MAH have
a gender
neutral
They haveidentities.
volunteered
be a GSAthat
news
reading
the Rainbow
bathroom,
a permanent
fixture
at the and
museum.
News
for thewhich
PVHSrecently
weekly became
broadcast.
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This
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way
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the
MAH
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welcoming
space
as a representative of the LGBTQ+ community, putting their face to
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trans/nonbinary
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working
to creating
queer
and readingindividuals.
it with unyielding
and
flair. They
are full
communities
and
spaces
that
are
safe
and
comfortable
for
trans/
of bravery and heart, a treasure and leader at PVHS and in the greater
individuals by educating the people around them. They
queernonbinary
community.
navigate an often unwelcoming world with confidence and grace.

PRISCILLA
REVELES
ATLAS CRISWELL

–N
N oo m
—
miinNeeee
Student,
Pajaro
Valley
High
School
Student, Santa Cruz High School

Priscilla
is a dedicated
irreplaceable
member
of Pajaro
Valley High
Anika Tabachnick
is an and
intern
in the Subjects
to Change
program
School’s
Gay
Straight
Alliance.
She
is
only
in
her
second
year
at
PVHS, but
at the MAH in Santa Cruz. Anika never shies away from a teachable
has
already
made
meaningful
contributions
with her
outgoing
moment
and
takes
every opportunity
to educate
the
people personality
around
and
thoughtful
conversation
starters.
She
has
volunteered
to
publically
them. They are dedicated to teaching people about the importance
read
the GSApronouns
announcements
on the PVHS
weeklynonconforming
news broadcast,
of respecting
and transgender
and gender
showing
bravery,
courage
and
self-confidence
as
a
representative
of the
identities. Anika proposed that the MAH have a gender neutral
GSA.
She has
participated
in all club
events andfixture
meetings,
consistently
bathroom,
which
recently became
a permanent
at the
museum.
shining
a
light
on
specific
issues
that
need
attention.
She
comes
to all
This will go a long way to making the MAH a more welcoming space
activities
and meetings
with ideas
alongtowith
a sharp
for trans/nonbinary
individuals.
Theyfor
arediscussion
always working
creating
intellect
and
humorous
attitude.
She
is
a
friend
to
all
and
shows
promise
communities and spaces that are safe and comfortable for trans/
and
potential
as a social
change maker
for LGBTQ
equality
campus
nonbinary
individuals
by educating
the people
around
them.on
They
and
around
the
world.
navigate an often unwelcoming world with confidence and grace.
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GLBT Alliancc
would like to congratulate the 2017
Queer Youth Leadership Awardees
and Nominees, you
make us proud!
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COME VISIT OUR QUEER
SPACE IN THE REDWOODS.
WE HAVE FRIENDLY STAFF,
INFO & REFERRALS, A LIBRARY,
COMPUTERS, AND A HOST
OF FABULOUS PROGRAMS
THROUGHOUT THE ACADEMIC
YEAR.
OPEN WEEKDAYS
TEL: 831-459-2468
EMAIL: QUEER@UCSC.EDU
WEB: QUEER.UCSC.EDU
th
Congratulations on the 20
19 year of
QYLA and to all of the nominees and
awardees from the Silver Spur

CANTU QUEER CENTER
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NOMINEES
AND AWARDEES OF THE2017
2017 QYLA!

PR
O
1723 Mission St.

3701 Portola Dr.

1443 Capitola Rd.

www.coffeetopia.com
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A L LY T O Q U E E R Y O U T H AW A R D
Designed to honor an ally of any age who has
made significant contributions to
improving the lives of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender or Intersex (GLBTI) youth and
youth who have GLBTI family members.

R E CO N O C I M I E N TO S PA R A LO S
ALIADOS A JÓVENES “GAY”
Diseñados para honrar a los aliados de todas
las edades que hayan contribuido de manera
importante a mejorar las vidas de los jóvenes
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender o Intersex (GLBTI) y los jóvenes que tienen familia
GLBTI.

One non-monetary awards is given.
Un premio honorario.
These awards are for allies who actively work
to create safe spaces for Queer Youth.
Examples include, creating support groups,
increasing visibility of Queer Youth, inviting
Queer speakers, or countering Queer
oppression by stopping anti-queer slurs.

Estos premios están dedicados a quienes
trabajan para crear o apoyar ambientes
seguros para los jóvenes Gay. Por ejemplo,
a través de la creación de grupos de apoyo,
el aumentar la visibilidad de los jóvenes
Gay, el invitar a oradores “Gay” a las clases,
grupos cuyo objetivo es oponerse a cualquier
discriminación en contra de la gente Gay.
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Dear Pastor Christopher,
It is with sadness and outrage that we have learned
about the vandalism of the rainbow flag that has
occurred recently outside of your church, one of
many acts of destruction that has happened since the
November elections. We condemn the hate speech
and calls that threaten the safety of your parishioners
and church and call upon all people of faith to reject
this form of violence in the name of Christianity or
any form of religious beliefs. Acts of violence are not
within the realm of holiness. We, the faith and lay
leaders of our respective religious organizations in this
county condemn and reject these acts of cowardice
and call upon all to join us in this endeavor. We agree
with you that hate is real and it’s not stopping. These
acts of destruction are scary but are not going to go
away unless we take action and as you state they are
“a reminder we’ve got work to do.” We applaud your
tenacity and determination to work to eradicate this
form of hateful and threatening behavior and support
you and your congregation in working towards more
inclusive and compassionate expressions of faith in
our community.
With deep respect,
Rabbi Paula Marcus, Temple Beth El
Rabbi Richard M. Litvak, Temple Beth El
Rabbi Shifra Weiss-Penzias, Temple Beth El
Scott Roseman, President Temple Beth El
Gail Levine, Past President Temple Beth El
Andrew Goldenkranz, Treasurer, Temple Beth El
Peg Shemaria Hedman, Temple Beth El; Chadeish
Yameinu
Rev. Jay K. Pierce, United Methodist Church of SC
Sherry Talmage, United Methodist Church of SC
Rabbi Eli Cohen, Chadeish Yameinu
Carolyn Rosevelt
Susie Polnaszek
Rabbi Debbie Israel
Marile Robinson, Board Member, SC Diversity
Center; Member Twin Lakes Church
Patrice Monsour
Sarah Cohen Domont, Santa Cruz Hillel
Rev. James P. Lapp, St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church,
Santa Cruz.
Rabbi Lori Klein
Rev Deborah L. Johnson and the Inner Light Spiritual
Community
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Rev. Shinshu Roberts, Ocean Gate Zen Center
Rev. Daijaku Kinst, Ocean Gate Zen Center
Rev. Michael FitzGerald
Rev. Susan Birkelo, Lutheran Community Church
Sharon Papo, Executive Director, The Diversity Center
Rev Russ Menk -- Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of SCCo
Stuart Rosenstein, Chair, Queer Youth Task Force of
SCCo
Rev Jane Grady, La Selva Beach Community Church
Rev. Eugene Bush, Santa Cruz Zen Center
Rev. Kokoyo Henkel, Santa Cruz Zen Center
Rev. Patrick Teverbaugh, Santa Cruz Zen Center
The Rev. Mary B. Blessing, Scotts Valley.
The Rev. Dr. Austin Leininger
Rev. Robin Mathews-Johnson, Pastor, Watsonville
First United Methodist Church // Primera Iglesia
Metodista Unida de Watsonville
The Rev. Dave Grishaw-Jones, Senior Pastor, Peace
United Church of Christ
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A L LY TO Q U E E R Y O U T H AWA R D
ALEX SANTANA JR

– Awardee
Lead Youth Program Coordinator, The Diversity Center Youth Program

Alex Santana Jr. is the Lead Youth Program Coordinator at The Diversity
Center where he fiercely advocates for queer and trans youth across
Santa Cruz County and particularly in the Watsonville area where he
grew up. He was a lead coordinator for Watsonville’s first-ever Queer
Youth Prom titled “Party in the Closet!” in addition to organizing an annual
Queer Camp where about 40 queer and trans youth enjoy a weekend
of camping filled with activities and unforgettable experiences. In his
role as a Triangle Speaker, Alex has shared his own personal story at
numerous schools in order to raise awareness of the intersections of
being Latinx and queer. Through his vision, he has created a space for
LGBTQ+ youth of color to connect and build community.

BEN GEILHUFE, MA, LPCC –

Nominee
Leadership Team Member, SC Transgender Therapist Team

Ben is a licensed therapist and trainer. He has been an educator and
advocate for the transgender community since beginning his own
transition in 2006. He has contributed to policy reform for higher
education institutions, school districts, non-profit organizations and
larger corporations around gender identity, awareness, and inclusivity.
He pursued his licensure in counseling psychology to better serve
and support gender-expansive individuals in their journey of identity
exploration. He currently works as a therapist, trainer and consultant
and employs the gender affirmative clinical model to support genderexpansive individuals and their families. Ben has a special gift. He is
devoted to bettering the lives of gender expansive individuals and their
families as well as building compassionate and functioning bridges in
the communities in which these individuals and their families call home.

HEIDI KORONKOWSKI

– Nominee
Co-Facilitator, Transfamily Support Group

Heidi has been a tour de force in the county since 2010 providing
compassionate support, outreach and education for the Transfamily
Support Group. Heidi’s volunteer leadership meant endless hours and
personal sacrifice as her main goal is to make sure that parents and
caregivers know that they are not alone, that there is nothing wrong
with their child, and that coming to acceptance can be a process. She
has grown the support group to include more than 100 families and
because of her work in Santa Cruz, there are now support groups over
the hill and beyond supporting hundreds of families. Heidi’s leadership
has built a movement to support trans youth by providing emotional
and informational support to families creating a precedent for love and
acceptance.
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A L LY TO Q U E E R Y O U T H AWA R D
JAMIE CUTTER, M.ED.

– Nominee
Teacher, QSA Advisor & Safe School Lead, Delta High School at Cabrillo College
and Queer-Inclusive Curriculum Design and Instruction, Safe Schools Project of
Santa Cruz County

Jamie has been a dedicated and remarkable advocate to the LGBTQ+
community for many years. She is currently the advisor to the QueerStraight Alliance at Delta Hight School and a member of the Safe Schools
Project task force, working on a number of causes for LGBT students
in the county. She has written a queer-inclusive sexual education
textbook and presents an LGBT inclusive Sexual Education curriculum
that conforms to new state standards and educates staff and students
throughout the county on the material. In addition, Jamie is part of a
Community Foundation grant to bring LGBT History curriculum into high
schools in our county and teaches LGBT history to her students. You will
not find a more dedicated ally for our LGBT students and youth in SCC.

JEN SALINAS-HOLZ –

Nominee
Advisor, Alianza Charter School GSA & Co-Advisor,
Lakeview Middle School GSA

Jen is the co-founder and co-advisor of the Lakeview Middle School
GSA, and advisor to the Alianza Charter School GSA. As an Alianza parent
and staff member, Jen coordinates the Social Justice Committee where
she works to build a socially aware climate on campus and present
parent education nights on topics such as gender, sexuality and race.
Jen supports queer youth in attending regional and local summits
by volunteering as a chaperone and supported the Alianza GSA in
presenting a workshop at the Queer, Trans* & Allied Student Summit this
year in Watsonville. Jen’s work in the world of social justice and youth
advocacy has made her a phenomenal ally to queer youth. She and her
partner Gabriela live in Watsonville with their two young sons.

KATHY RUIZ GOLDENKRANZ

– Nominee

Founder, Out in Our Faith

Kathy Goldenkranz passed away last fall after a lifetime of civil rights
work. She was an active member of Temple Beth El and one of the
founders of Out In Our Faith, a Santa Cruz County coalition of 23 faith
communities dedicated to welcoming and including LGBTQ folks.
Throughout her life she was an advocate for justice and civil rights,
working tirelessly for LGBTQ and Ally youth and adults. She worked
in the arenas of homelessness, poverty and fair housing and a myriad
of other causes. Kathy’s advocacy work continued even during times
of failing health. Her strength came from knowing she was making a
difference in the lives of others who didn’t have a voice. Kathy’s voice
and work has left a lasting imprint in the community.
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A L LY TO Q U E E R Y O U T H AWA R D
LUIS ESPINOZA

– Nominee
Student, Pajaro Valley High School

Luis is an irreplaceable member of the Pajaro Valley High School GSA.
He has consistently shown up with respect and concern for LBGTQ
youth especially trans folks on campus. Luis shares ideas and supports
the GSA through his work on events such as National Coming Out Day
on his campus. He often spends his free time designing art for GSA,
using his considerable artistic talent to design logos and fund raising
materials. Luis is a leader in his classes, in the GSA, and the whole school
in general. Whenever he hears slurs or faces discrimination, he speaks
up and tries to find a way to make a positive change in the school climate.
Luis is a gem of human being and a pillar in the community.

MARGARET FAHL –

Nominee
Health Teacher, Soquel High School and
Health Science Instructor, Cabrillo College

Margaret is a dedicated teacher at Soquel High who strives to provide
a comprehensive and inclusive Health Education program. Her class
particularly supports the LGBTQ community by establishing class
expectations of acceptance, respect, inclusiveness, and kindness.
She begins each semester by inviting students to openly discuss her
classroom expectations and create student-centered norms. In addition
to her class approach, Margaret supports Queer or questioning students
who need extra support, and places them in student aide positions
where she can mentor them, help them feel connected to their school,
and develop a sense of pride and self-esteem. It is important for Queer
youth to have Queer adults on campus living happy, healthy lives, and
setting an example of inclusion and acceptance. Margaret is that person
for Soquel students.

RISHI LAL, M.A.

– Nominee
Advisor, Santa Cruz High School Rainbow Alliance and
Education Specialist, Santa Cruz High School

The first year that Rishi Lal was a faculty member at Santa Cruz High,
he transformed the campus. He supported all students, with special
regard to LGBTQ students with his kind, gentle, and strong presence.
Very soon after he became a faculty member, he volunteered to be the
teacher sponsor for the Rainbow Alliance GSA and the organization grew
with his support. In his classes, he shares his personal journey with his
students, opening up about the love he has for his husband. In addition
to being the GSA advisor, he opens his classroom at lunch for students
to come and feel safe. He is available to students who have questions or
concerns, personal and school related making his a powerful advocate
for all students.
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A L LY TO Q U E E R Y O U T H AWA R D
ROB DARROW

– Nominee
Director of Research, Safe Schools Project of Santa Cruz County
and College and Career Counselor

Rob has been a member of the Safe Schools Project for the past three
years where he wrote a report about how Santa Cruz County and
California are implementing laws regarding LGBTQ youth in schools.
He has been part of the Santa Cruz City Schools LGBT Task Force and
helped form the Santa Cruz County Office of Education LGBTQ Task
Force. Rob successfully wrote a Santa Cruz Community Foundation
Diversity Partnership Grant that helps teachers learn and teach LGBTQ
history at the high school level. He also works with schools throughout
the state to integrate LGBT topics into the school curriculum. He is
passionate about expanding educational support systems for queer
youth so that our county is a model of safe and inclusive schools.

SARA KELLY KEENAN –

Nominee
Non-Binary & Intersex Activist and Triangle Speaker panelist

Sara is intersex and has dedicated herself to activism on behalf of
intersex and all non-binary people. She began her activism in 2016 when
she walked into the Diversity Center and found a supportive home. Sara
has been a speaker on almost every Triangle Speakers panel this year to
help educate and support youth about intersex and non-binary people.
She is the first person in California to successfully petition the court
to change her legal identity to non- binary and the first person in the
country to have intersex on a birth certificate after petitioning New York
to change it from female to intersex. Sara is acknowledged for paving
the way for intersex youth to feel represented and supported outside as
well as within the queer community.

WENDY GOMEZ

– Nominee
Instructional Assistant, Watsonville High School

Wendy is an instructional assistant at Watsonville High School and
the definition of an ally to the queer youth on campus. She has helped
students notify teachers about gender changes and pronouns and
corrected them when they make mistakes. She has gone above and
beyond by organizing an impromptu gender-neutral locker room for
students to feel more comfortable when dressing for PE. She even
takes the time to walk students to the bathroom so that they feel safer.
Because of her efforts, queer students at Watsonville High feel safer
and more comfortable being themselves. She has instilled confidence
and strength into the LGBTQ community at her school, giving them
encouragement to not give up and to fight for their rights on campus
and in the world.
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O R G A N I Z AT I O N A L A L L I A N C E
TOQUEER YOUTH AWARD

2016 RECONOCIMIENTOS
ORGANIZ ADOS POR LOS
ALIADOS A JÓVENES “GAY”

Designed to honor an ally of any age who
has made significant contributions to
improving the lives of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender or Intersex (GLBTI) youth and
youth in Santa Cruz County.

Diseñados para honrar a los aliados de todas
las edades que hayan contribuido de manera
importante a mejorar las vidas de los jóvenes
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender o Intersex (GLBTI) en el Condado de Santa Cruz.

One non-monetary awards is given.

Un premio honorario.

This organization has shown leadership in
serving Queer youth.

Ha demostrado su liderazgo sirviendo a los
jovénes Gay.
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Congratulations to all this year’s honorees!

Sally Arnold, Educational Consultant

This Summer Recharge with
Practical Professional Development
that works!
sallyarnoldconsulting.com

Antonia Amore-Broccoli, MSW, LCSW

Psychotherapist

Therapy for
the Heart and Soul

831-566-4409

Licensed Clinical Social Worker 23968
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O R G A N I Z AT I O N A L A L LY TO Q U E E R Y O U T H AWA R D

ALIANZA CHARTER SCHOOL GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE (GSA) –

Awardee

The Alianza Charter School GSA in Watsonville
consistently works for social justice. Alianza is
a K-8 Spanish/English dual-immersion school,
enabling their middle school GSA to empower a
diverse group of students. To create connections
between their schools, GSA members decided
to move their weekly meeting to a different day
in order to invite Watsonville Charter School of
the Arts students. Together, they make bilingual
posters around events like National Coming Out
Day, Transgender Day of Remembrance and Day
of Silence to educate students and staff. These
posters prompt discussions among students of
all ages, helping make their school climate safer
and more welcoming. This year, Alianza/WCSA
GSA was the first middle school group to present
a workshop at the Queer, Trans* & Allied Student
Summit in Watsonville.

SUBJECTS TO CHANGE, SANTA CRUZ MUSEUM OF ART & HISTORY (MAH)
TEEN PROGRAM – A w a r d e e
The Subjects to Change (S2C) program based
at the MAH provides youth with a safe space
to educate each other and the Santa Cruz
community. The program also connects teens
with resources and encourages them to become
leaders within their communities. They meet
weekly to engage in creative workshops that
connect to issues they are passionate about,
lead outreach events across the community and
host their own events at the MAH. They consider
themselves “Artivists” and work hard to cultivate
a space where youth can be comfortably out,
where people introduce themselves with their
pronouns, and maintain a supportive climate.
Thanks to S2C initiatives, the MAH has permanent
gender-neutral bathrooms. S2C is a 100% queer,
youth led program that continues to explore
identity, art and activism.
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O R G A N I Z AT I O N A L A L LY TO Q U E E R Y O U T H AWA R D

DIGITAL NEST –

Nominee
Digital NEST (Nurturing Entrepreneurial Skills
with Technology) is a safe, inclusive space open
to everyone, regardless of race, gender, sexual
orientation, documentation status, disability or
economic status. Digital NEST seeks to stimulate
economic development in poor communities
by providing youth with the training, skills, and
inspiration to reach their full potential in school,
in careers, and in life. The NEST provides a
safe, inclusive space in downtown Watsonville
for all youth and young adults. For example, as
a statement of support for transgender youth,
the founder insisted that the NEST change all
its restrooms to gender neutral. The NEST is a
model for community youth organizations - a
safe, inclusive, welcoming, and encouraging
space where adults serve as allies and truly
listen to youth and young adults.

PLANNED PARENTHOOD MAR MONTE WESTSIDE HEALTH CENTER –
Planned Parenthood Mar Monte (PPMM) provides
a broad range of health care services for over
250,000 primarily low-income adults, teens and
children across 42 counties in mid-California
and northern Nevada. PPMM is now the largest
Planned Parenthood affiliate in the United States
and the main provider of health care for our local
transgender community with their Transgender
Health Care Program. PPMM’s Westside Health
Center has been providing trans and gender
expansive care since 2005, leading the charge
for trans care awareness and training among
healthcare providers and the public. They have
collaborated with the Diversity Center, PAMF
and Dominican Hospital to increase knowledge
and expertise. With the push to deny Planned
Parenthood Medicaid funding, it’s important to
acknowledge the vital services they provide to
queer youth.
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O R G A N I Z AT I O N A L A L LY TO Q U E E R Y O U T H AWA R D

THE DIVERSITY CENTER YOUTH PROGRAM –

Nominee

The Diversity Center Youth Program is a pillar for
LGBTQ+ youth in Santa Cruz County. The program
offers support to teens, families, and schools on
issues of gender, sexuality, acceptance, and
overcoming discrimination through Youth MeetUps, School Support, and Community Events.
Every weekend, the youth program offers a
drop-in space in Watsonville and Santa Cruz for
all youth ages 12-18 who identify as LGBTQ+ or
an ally. During these meet-ups, queer and trans
youth find support, workshops, resources, and fun
activities. The Youth Program supports schools in
starting GSA/QSA clubs, provides presentations
and education to school campuses, and visits
existing clubs to connect LGBTQ+ youth to the
larger community. The Diversity Center’s Youth
Program is a leader in serving queer and trans
youth in our community.

Congratulations to all the nominees and awardees
of the 2017 Queer Youth Leadership Awards.
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THANK YOU TO OUR...

QYLA JUDGING
COORDINATOR

ALICIA NÁJERA, LCSW

Director of Watsonville Services, Santa Cruz County Behavioral Health. Alicia is a
native of Santa Cruz. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Stanford
University and a Masters in Social Work from San José State University. With over
thirty years in the mental health field, she has worked with diverse populations,
in a variety of settings. Alicia has been an Ally in therapy, and as an administrator
implementing LGBTQ friendly policies and educational opportunities. She is
currently on the Diversity Partnership Advisory Committee. Alicia attended the
first QYLA, and has facilitated the judging process in a variety of roles.

QYLA FACILITATORS

JEN HASTINGS, MD
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Assistant Clinical Professor, UCSF, Department of Family and Community
Medicine, is founding Director of the Transgender Health Care Program at
Planned Parenthood Mar Monte (2003) and actively involved in supporting
Transgender Services around the country. Jen is involved in the integration of
Behavioral Health and Primary Care and Mindfulness and Medicine. Jen is a
member of the Medical Advisory Board of the UCSF Center of Excellence for
Transgender Health, intimately involved with Medical Conference Programming
for Gender Spectrum and works to increase medical access and understanding
about the gender journey.

KATHY CYTRON, LCSW

Program Manager, Santa Cruz County, Children’s Behavioral Health. Kathy is a
fierce advocate for equality for all, especially those in the LBGTQ community.
She has been at Santa Cruz County Children’s Behavioral Health for the past 25
years and has been recognized by the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors
for her leadership in welcoming diversity. Kathy continues to empower and
celebrate LGBTQ youth and their families. She goes about her work with a smile
on her face, love in her heart and a deep commitment to social justice.
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...PRESTIGIOUS JUDGES
MARIE CUBILLAS

Executive Director of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Santa Cruz County since July, 2000. Ms. Cubillas
has a Bachelor’s degree in Child Development and Family Relationships. She has a deep
commitment to the success of all children and youth in Santa Cruz County. Big Brothers Big
Sisters matches children facing adversity (ages 7 to 17) with carefully screened and trained adult
volunteer mentors. Recognizing that transgender youth remain at very high risk of harassment,
bullying, physical and sexual violence, and even suicide, Big Brothers Big Sisters has added a new
program matches transgender children with transgender mentors.

JERRY SOLOMON, PH.D.

Retired clinical psychologist. Dr. Solomon had an active private practice for 40 years. He has
worked with LGBTQ issues in the Monterey Bay area since the mid-70. As a founding member
of the Freedom Democratic Caucus, he encouraged the party to include gay rights as one of
their planks in national elections; participated in the formation of PFLAG-Santa Cruz and PFLAGMonterey; was one of the original founders of the Santa Cruz AIDS Project; assisted in the formation
of Monterey County AIDS Project; and served as President of The Ryan White Consortium for
Santa Cruz county.

KATE KAUFMAN

Retired Mental Health Clinical Supervisor, LGBTQ Activist. Kate is thrilled to be invited again to be
a judge for the QYLA. Ever since she helped create the awards in the 1990s, the folks nominated
have provided such inspiration to her and all of Santa Cruz. She retired as a Program Supervisor
from Santa Cruz County Children’s Mental Health. She co-authored (with Ellen Bass) a self-help
book for queer youth and their allies – – Free Your Mind--published in 1996. She was a founding
member of various queer advocacy organizations in Santa Cruz County, including Triangle
Speakers.

DR. MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ

Superintendent, Pajaro Valley Unified School District (PVUSD). Dr. Rodriguez has been dedicated
to students in urban and rural, low socio-economic districts for over 22 years. She became the
Superintendent of Pajaro Valley Unified on August 29, 2016. She comes from Santa Ana Unified,
the 6th largest district in California. She has been recognized for her excellence in leadership
through the 2016 ACSA Curriculum and Instruction District Leader of the Year and 2015 Council
of Great City Schools Curriculum Leadership Award. Under her leadership, Santa Ana Unified
was named a Raising District by the Gates Foundation and was accepted into the League of
Innovative Schools.

QYLA JUDGES

ADRIAN VILORIA

2016 QYLA Awardee & Cabrillo College Student is a 17 year old activist. He plans to transfer from
Cabrillo to UCSB in the fall of 2018. Adrian was a 2016 Queer Youth Leadership Awardee and the
first Youth Grand Marshal of Santa Cruz Pride. He is out and visible and strives to provide a positive
representation for queer and trans* youth. Adrian stays involved by attending conferences and
meetings including Creating Change, the country’s largest LGBTQ-specific conference, held in
Philadelphia this past January. Adrian believes knowledge and empowerment go hand in hand
and he is proud of Santa Cruz County for honoring such influential youth.

ELLIS OLIVAS

2016 QYLA Awardee & Cabrillo College Student. At Scotts Valley High School, Ellis Olivas loved
being the president of the GSA, and strove to help make SVHS a better place for queer students.
As a senior, Ellis helped create a petition for gender-neutral bathrooms at SVHS for the safety of
trans and gender-nonconforming students, and obtained over 200 supporting signatures, and
despite the administration’s reluctance, they continue to encourage students not to give up. Now
a second-year student at Cabrillo College, Ellis is studying sociology and hopes that with a better
understanding of human interaction, they can be a more successful activist.
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R E C O GNI Z I NG O UR VOLUN T EER S
We thank the community members who donated their time and who supported the
project to help make the 2017 Queer Youth Leadership Awards possible:

Catering - Adrian Gonzales, D’La Colmena
Decorations - Pajaro Valley High School GSA
Desserts - PFLAG of Santa Cruz County
Emcees - Almi / Isa Moreno
Flowers - Amy Scott, Ace’s Flowers
Fundraising/Advertising - Stuart Rosenstein
Graphic Artist - Alan Ronay
Judging - Alicia Nájera
Judging Facilitators- Kathy Cytron & Jen Hastings
Photography - Rebecca Stark Photography
Program Production - Katé Wilson
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Red Carpet - Dean Maynard
Red Carpet Hosts - Griffin Evans & Priscilla Reveles
Resource Fair - Dean Maynard
Stage Manager - Bonnie Ronzio
Stage Manager, Assistant - Charlie Singer
Video Production - Jeromie Whalen
Volunteer Coordinator - Joe Cosentino
Website - Jordan Iversen, Iversen Design
Writer - Mariah Goncharoff
2017 QYLA Theme - Pajaro Valley High School Gay
Straight Alliance (GSA)
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R E C O GNIZING OUR 2 01 7 C O -SP ON S ER S
Thank You to our Co-Sponsors

Thank You to our Supporters

Ace’s Flowers
Alianza Charter School
American Civil Liberties Union Santa Cruz County 		
Chapter (ACLU)
Antonia & Nalini Amore-Broccoli
Angela Meeker
Bay Federal Credit Union
Brad Willis & Tony Pusathai
California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA)
Cabrillo College
Charles Singer, RN, L.Ac.
Coffeetopia
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County
Cruzio
Cynthia Druley
Dignity Health Dominican Hospital
First 5 Santa Cruz County
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) – Watsonville
Friends of Kathy Ruiz Goldenkranz
Friends of Mark Stone
Friends of QYLA
GLBT Alliance of Santa Cruz County
Heidi and Ron Koronkowski
In Memory of Connor Cockerham
Inner Light Ministries
Iversen Design
Jardines de San Juan
Legend Theatrical
Marile Robinson
Out In Our Faith
Pat Dellin, fused glass artist
Patrick LeCuyer & Dan Gold
Pajaro Valley Pride
Pajaro Valley Unified School District (PVUSD)
PFLAG Santa Cruz County
Phillip Gomez & Van Boughner
Rebecca Stark Photography
Rainbow Speakers & Friends of Monterey County
Safe Schools Project
Sally Arnold
Santa Cruz County Office of Education (COE)
Santa Cruz Sentinel
Sheri & Richard Watson-Riley
Tina Rau
Temple Beth El
The Diversity Center
Tony Russomanno
Transfamily Support Group
Woody Beville

Alan Ronay
Angela Firpo and Chris Martorana
Assemblymember Anna M. Caballero, California State 		
Assembly, 30th District
Assemblymember Mark Stone, California State 		
Assembly, 29th District
Bea Rosenstein
Black China Bakery
Bookshop Santa Cruz
Boys and Girls Club of Santa Cruz County
Cantú Queer Center at UCSC
Capitola-Aptos Rotary Club
Closet Free Radio Show, KZSC
Community Printers
Dharma’s Restaurant, Bernie Shapiro
Dr Michael McGannon and Sally Blumenthal
McGannon LMFCC
Eileen S. Hamilton
Faust Salon & Spa
G. Schulz, Architect
Gail D. Levine
Growing Up in Santa Cruz
James Olivas
KUSP 88.9FM
La Selva Beach Community Church
Larry Almonte
Out in Santa Cruz Radio Show, KSCO
Ron Indra
Senator Bill Monning, California State Senate, 17th District
Silver Spur
Suicide Prevention Service of the Central Coast
The Bagelry, John Hamstra
The Ugly Mug
Trans* Teen Project
United Way of Santa Cruz County
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OF SAnTA CRUz COUnTY

A Project of the Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County

Mission Statement:
The mission of the Safe Schools Project of Santa Cruz County is to raise awareness of the hostile atmosphere queer youth face on
school campuses in Santa Cruz County, advocate for the enforcement of AB 537, The California Student Safety & Violence Prevention
Act of 2000, and be a catalyst for action in each Santa Cruz County school district to make schools safer for all youth. Funded, in
part, by the County Mental Health Act.

Objectives:
✓ Identify “safe
persons” (faculty and
staff) within each school
district regarding AB 537
enforcement.

✓ Work with school
administrators to create
a “safe schools
campaign” within each
school district.

✓ Work with PTA’s, Site
Council’s, adult allies,
and “community teams”
within each school
district.

✓ Raise awareness of
each school district’s
enforcement of AB537.

Overview:
Under the California Student Safety
and Violence Prevention Act of 2000
(AB 537), all California public schools
have a duty to protect students
from discrimination and/or harassment on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity. The California
Safe Schools Coalition authored
a report in 2004, The Safe Place To
Learn Report, highlighting that when
students are empowered with the
knowledge of their safety rights and
when school administrators enforce
AB 537, schools have proven to be
safer for ALL students.

Community Support:
The Task Force is asking for community support
in two ways: volunteer support and financial
support.
Volunteers who have experience with school
districts or who have a general interest in
supporting safer schools are encouraged to
help the project meet its objectives.
Currently, SSP is operating with funds derived
from the County Mental Health Act and
community donations. In addition to securing
funding for the coordinator and research assistant
in 2014, SSP seeks to expand the project by
securing funds for:

✓ Maintain a resource
website for the Safe
Schools Project in English
and Spanish.
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• Stipends for four youth internships

The Safe Schools Project of Santa
Cruz County (SSP) works in collaboration with local schools and local and
state-wide community organizations
to help guarantee the enforcement
AB 537 locally, avoid duplication in
resources and services, and utilize
successful models where they may
exist to support safer schools for LGBTIQ
youth and their allies. The overall goal
of SSP is for every queer and queerfriendly student, parent, and staff
person in the K-12 system within Santa
Cruz County to be knowledgeable of
AB 537 and the rights that each student
has to be safe on campus free from
bullying or harassment.

Programs:

Some of the
programs of
the Safe
Schools Proj
ect include:

✓ Safe Scho
ol Liaisons
✓ Queer Yo
uth Updates
✓ Internship
s
✓ QSA/GSA
Summits
✓ Safe Scho
ol Resource
s
✓ Commun
ity Action Te
a
ms
✓ Curriculum
Developme
nt
✓ Leadership
Conference
s

Contact the SSP:
Ron
Indra,
Coordinator
• Printing expenses for AB537 resources
ron.indra@QYTF.org
T W E N T I E T H A N N U A L S A N T A •C RAdvertising
U Z C O U N T Yin Qlocal
U E E Rpublications
Y O U T H L E A D E R S H I P A Wwww.QYTF.org
ARDS
l (831) 427-4014
• Travel expenses for youth conferences

