


Temple Beth El and Out In Our Faith
congratulates the 2015 QYLA
nominees and award winners.

It is such an honor to support and
celebrate this special annual

community event!

All are welcome to join us on May 12
at Resurrection Catholic Community

for an Honest Conversation with
LGBTQ Catholics, July 18 at Temple
Beth El for a special screening of the

documentary on the Ugandan
LGBTQ community titled "Call Me
Kuchu" and October 11 for dinner
and conversation with Santa Cruz

County Methodists. Please see
www.tbeaptos.org for detailed times

and locations.
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Welcome!
Thank you for attending the 18th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Awards. Tonight the Santa Cruz County
community comes together to celebrate and recognize some of today’s young Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Intersex and Questioning (LGBTIQ) leaders and their individual and organizational allies. The
Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County, an affiliate of the Diversity Center, is proud to welcome you to
this year’s awards ceremony. Please join us in recognizing all the nominees for the following award
categories: the Queer Youth Leadership Award, the Ally to Queer Youth Award and the Organizational Ally to
Queer Youth Award. We thank the many volunteers and sponsors of the QYLA, and give a special thank you to
Community Television of Santa Cruz County.

Core Production Team of the 2015 Queer Youth Leadership Awards

¡Bienvenidos!
Gracias por asistir a la decimoctava Entrega de los Reconocimientos a los Jóvenes Líderes “Gay”. Esta noche la
comunidad de Santa Cruz se une para celebrar y reconocer a los jóvenes líderes gay, lesbiíanas, bisexuales,
transgéneros, intersex y los que estén cuestionando. Así mismo, estos premios reconocen a los aliados de
estos jóvenes y a las organizaciones que participan en la vida de estos jóvenes como sus aliados. El Task Force
o Grupo de Acción para el “Gay o Queer” es una organización afiliada con el Centro de Diversidad de Santa
Cruz, y está orgulloso de darles la bienvenida a esta ceremonia. Favor de acompañarnos al reconocer a todos
los nominados en las siguientes categorías: el Reconocimiento a los Jóvenes Líderes “Gay,” el Reconocimiento
a los Aliados de los Jóvenes “Gay” y por ultimo el Reconocimiento a la Organización Aliada con los Jóvenes
“gay.” Nos gustaría también agradecer a todos los voluntarios y patrocinadores de estos reconocimientos y
darle un agradecimiento especial a la Televisión Comunitaria del Condado de Santa Cruz.

El Equipo Principal de Producción de los Reconocimientos a los Jóvenes Líderes “Gay” 2015

Our Vision of the Future: A vibrant community where every youth thrives in their expression of actual or perceived sexual orientation and gender identity.
Our Mission: The Queer Youth Task Force (QYTF) is comprised of individuals and organizations that work with, or support, lesbian, gay, bisexual,

transgender, intersex and questioning (LGBTIQ) youth.  We strive to improve the quality of life for all LGBTIQ youth in our community, as well as children
raised in homes where LGBTIQ people live by: ·Fostering strong inter-generational collaboration by soliciting feedback from, and working with, youth.

·Identifying queer youths’ unmet needs and evaluating responses. ·Strategizing and implementing new resources, and improvements to existing resources.
·Improving awareness of available community resources and fostering collaboration of services. ·Supporting LGBTIQ related education, advocacy, inter-
agency interactions and media opportunities. ·Addressing perceptions of queer youth by themselves, their families, their schools and the community.

Our mission is intended to proactively enhance understanding and respond if oppression occurs. The Task Force is an affiliate of The Diversity Center.

Queer Youth Task Force
Steering Committee Members
Stuart Rosenstein - Chair
Dean Maynard
Sheri Watson-Riley
Adam Spickler

Queer Youth Task Force
c/o The Diversity Center

P.O. Box 8280
Santa Cruz, CA 95061

(831) 427-4004
www.QYLA.org
www.QYTF.org
info@QYTF.org

May 9, 2015

18th Annual Queer Youth Leadership Awards

Queer Youth Task Force
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Reconociendo a los Que No Son Reconocidos

Al celebrar y reconocer hoy por la noche a los jóvenes líderes “gay” o “queer” debemos de tomar una pausa 
para reconocer que solo son una fracción de los jóvenes “gay o queer” dentro del condado de Santa Cruz 
están presentes. Debido al miedo, la intolerancia y el acoso, muchos jóvenes “gay” o “queer” siguen dentro 
del closet y son invisibles para la comunidad “gay o queer.” Estos héroes están trabajando para poner fin a la 
homofobia y a la transfobia y día a día luchan para vivir una vida libre de acoso. Aunque no les sea posible 
estar aquí esta noche, debemos reconocer su presencia dentro de nuestra comunidad y debemos apren-
der de sus historias y las historias de los jóvenes que serán premiados esta noche así como los que están 
nominados. Esto nos indica que aun existe mucho trabajo por hacer. De parte de los Reconocimientos a los 
jóvenes lideres “gay,” quisiéramos reconocer a todos estos héroes sin nombre a través del condado quienes a 
pesar de los obstáculos, continúan viviendo siendo reales con si mismos.

La Misión

La misión de estos premios es mejorar la vida de jóvenes gay, lesbianas, bisexuales, transgéneros, intersex y 
aquellos quienes están cuestionando al incrementar la consciencia positiva sobre el liderazgo de los jóvenes 
“gay o queer” y así mismo incrementar los ambientes seguros y abiertos tanto en la casa como en la escuela y la 
comunidad. Estos premios rinden honor a los jóvenes líderes “gay o queer” y sus aliados en tres categorías: Los 
premios a los lideres jóvenes “gay o queer,” los premios a los aliados de los jóvenes “gay o queer” y los premios 
a la organización aliada a las jóvenes “gay o queer.”

Historia 

En Abril de 1998, el condado de Santa Cruz disfruto del primer banquete y ceremonia de premios para los 
jóvenes gay, lesbianas, bisexuales y transgenero. El evento fue desarrollado en gran parte por el liderazgo de un 
grupo de voluntarios del GLBT Youth Task Force y de la comunidad en general. La idea de los premios nació de 
un subcomité del mismo Task Force para incrementar la visibilidad de los jóvenes “gay o queer.” Los premios y 
el banquete fueron vistos como una manera para incrementar signicativamente la consciencia sobre los jóvenes 
“gay o queer” en nuestra comunidad. 

Este grupo o Task Force, ahora conocido como el Santa Cruz County Task Force para Jóvenes Lesbianas, 
Gay, Bisexuales, Transgéneros, Intersex y lo los que están Cuestionando, se ha estado reuniendo por cerca de 
diecisiete años con una misión: Mejorar la calidad de vida para todos los jóvenes gay, lesbianas, bisexuales, 
transgéneros, inter-sex y los que están cuestionando, así como para los hijos y familiares que están creciendo en 
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Creating Change Through Celebration
Acknowledging the Unacknowledged

As we celebrate and recognize tonight’s young LGBTIQ leaders, we must pause to recognize that they are only 
a fraction of the LGBTIQ youth within Santa Cruz County. Due to fear, intolerance and bullying, many LGB-
TIQ youth are closeted and invisible to the LGBTIQ community. These “unsung heroes” are working to end ho-
mophobia and transphobia, and they are struggling daily to simply live a life free from bullying. Although they 
are not able to be here tonight, we must acknowledge their presence within our community and we must learn 
from their stories and the stories of today’s awardees and nominees that there is more work to do. On behalf of 
the Queer Youth Leadership Awards, we wish to recognize all of the unsung heroes across Santa Cruz County 
who, despite all obstacles, are continuing to live true to themselves.

Mission Statement

The mission of QYLA is to improve the lives of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and Questioning 
youth by increasing the positive awareness of Queer Youth Leadership, and increasing safe and welcoming en-
vironments in home, school, and community. QYLA honors today’s Queer youth leaders and their allies in three 
award categories: The Queer Youth Leadership Award; The Ally to Queer Youth Award; and The Organizational 
Ally to Queer Youth Award.

History of the QYLA

In April of 1998, Santa Cruz County enjoyed the first Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered
Youth Award Ceremony and Banquet. The event was primarily produced by the grass-roots leadership of a 
core team of volunteers solicited from the local GLBT Youth Task Force and the wider community. The Youth 
Awards idea was born out of the Task Force’s subcommittee to raise the visibility of Queer youth.
The awards and banquet event was seen as a way to significantly increase the awareness of Queer youth in our 
community.

Queer Youth Task Force

The Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County (QYTF), meeting for nearly seventeen years, is comprised 
of individuals and organizations that work with, or support, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and 
questioning (LGBTIQ) youth.  We strive to improve the quality of life for all LGBTIQ youth in our community, 
as well as children raised in homes where LGBTIQ people live.
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Congratulations to all Queer Youth Leadership 
Award nominees and their Allies, past and present!

W W W. C F S C C . O R G   •  8 3 1 . 6 6 2 . 2 0 0 0

Those who advance diversity and
social justice should be celebrated.

Since 1997, the Diversity Partnership Fund at the Community Foundation has 
invested over $1 million in local causes that promote inclusiveness and social 

justice to better the lives of LGBTQ people in our community, 
now and for future generations.

www.cfscc.org/DiversityPartnership
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Program

Opening: LGBTQIA Celebration of Self: A Masquerade Ball

Welcome

Assemblymember Mark Stone

Honoring Queer Youth Leadership Award

Queer Youth Leadership Award

Parents Tribute

Queer Youth Leadership Award

Performance

Honoring Ally to Queer Youth Award

Ally to Queer Youth Award

LGBT Acceptance Across Generations

Tribute to Unsung Hero’s

Queer Youth Leadership Award

Honoring Organizational Ally to Queer Youth

Organizational Ally to Queer Youth

Queer Youth Leadership Award

Performance

Building Community Support

Finale

LGBTQIA Celebration of Self: A
Masquerade Ball

"There is strength and solidarity in the queer community, pride and celebration of the diverse identities that make up our world. But
outside our community there is resistance. In public, in our schools, in our workplaces, even in our homes, being cisgender and straight is
the norm, and though some dare to live their lives openly in a world which is still struggling to become more accepting, many choose to

wear a “mask” to fit in to the majority. This masquerade ball serves a very contradictory purpose—we are here to remove the mask. We are
here to celebrate queerness in full bloom, to be fully ourselves and find full support, and to work towards a world where all and any

identities may be accepted and celebrated in our daily lives."
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Sean McEwen
Sean is a senior at San Lorenzo Valley High School. He
has always aimed to be active in his school’s QSA. In his
freshman year, when he was struggling with his gender
identity, he became active in his GSA to help his fellow
youth. Sean loves choir and music, he aspires is to
become a music teacher and to inspire people around
him to create music, art and to be proud of what they
have made with their own hands.

Emcees of the 18th Annual
Queer Youth Leadership Awards

Karen Jimenez
Karen is a Watsonville native. The open, accepting
environment at Aptos High has prompted Karen to be a
leader in her school's Rainbow Alliance, to ensure a
positive atmosphere at school and in the community. A
self-proclaimed feminist, Karen promotes gender equality
alongside queer rights. Her current projects include
hosting a sexual assault prevention workshop in
conjunction with UCSC undergraduates at Aptos High.
Karen aspires to achieve a doctoral degree in clinical
psychology at the University of Oregon.



| 10 | Eighteenth Annual Santa Cruz County Queer Youth Leadership Awards

Congratulations!
          Cabrillo College Congratulates the     

  Queer Youth Leadership Honorees of 2015
     Cabrillo College’s mission is to enhance the intellectual, cultural and   

economic vitality of our diverse community by assisting all students in their 
quest for lifelong learning and success in an ever-changing world.

CCabrillo, a safe place to start your fall 2015 education 



2015  Queer Youth Leadership Award

2015 Reconocimientos a los Líderes Jóvenes “Gay”

Diseñados para honrar a los aliados de todas las edades que hayan contribuido de 
manera importante a mejorar las vidas de los jóvenes Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Trans-
gender o Intersex (GLBTI) y los jóvenes que tienen familia GLBTI.

Cuatro ganadores recibirán un premio en efectivo de $250 dólares, como también la 
oportunidad de desarrollar un proyecto para los Jovenes “Gay” o una organización 
sin fin de lucro dentro de su comunidad y recibirá para este proyecto una donación 
en efectivo de $500 dólares. 

Dado anualmente a los jóvenes “Gay” con 
edad de 12 a 18 años,  como reconocimiento 
a sus logros y a las contribuciones que hayan 
hecho para sus comunidades, tales como en 
sus hogares, escuelas, instituciones religiosas, 
equipos athléticos o académicos y otros grupos 
sociales.      

Designed to honor the leadership of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex 
or Queer (LGBTIQ) young people throughout Santa Cruz County. 

Four awardees will receive a cash award of $250, as well as the opportunity to desig-
nate a queer youth friendly project or nonprofit organization in their community to 
receive a $500 donation.

Given annually to queer youth who are 
12 to 18 years of age to acknowledge their 
accomplishments and the contributions they 
have made to their communities, whether this be 
in their homes, schools, religious institutions, 
athletic or academic teams, or other social 
groups.     
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 Adrian Nuñez   — AwArdee

Student, Pájaro Valley High School

Adrian Nuñez wants queer students to feel safe—and kick-ass. Adrian is an 
active, enthusiastic member of the PVHS GSA. To help queer students feel safer 
in at their school, Adrian and his friend Liz Torres created a photo essay called 
the Wall of Support to spotlight the school staff who are allies to queer youth. 
That way, a student in need of support can know who is best to turn to. Adrian 
also advocates on a larger scale, he is committed to his community outside of 
school; working with Liz again, Adrian designed and presented a workshop 
called “How to Have a Kick-ass Coming Out Day” at the Youth Empowerment 
Summit, a youth-planned and youth-led San Francisco conference for 
queer and allied youth. Adrian is a member of Watsonville’s first rainbow 
church and attends Santa Cruz Pride and every STRANGE event he can. 

Miguel O. Zarate — AwArdee

Student, Delta Charter High School 
Miguel Zarate is a tireless leader, dedicated to uplifting queer and marginal-
ized youth. Miguel has blossomed at Delta Charter High School, coming out 
at school and helping create the school’s first Queer Student Alliance. They 
is a motivated QSA leader, representing the QSA at events, leading fundrais-
ers for the Santa Cruz AIDS Walk and for trips to the Youth Empowerment 
Summit in San Francisco. Miguel is honest about their struggles with sexual-
ity, identity and family; his openness encourages other students to open up 
about their own lives. Besides working with the QSA, Miguel interns at orga-
nizations dedicated to social change—Youth Led Radio and Food What?—
where they give a voice to marginalized youth and educating other youth 
about social justice and food. Miguel has grown immensely both as a stu-
dent and a leader over the past year.

Queer Youth Leadership Award
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Liz Torres — AwArdee 
Student, Pájaro Valley High School

With a skateboard and a smile, Liz Torres advocates for queer youth. She is 
a leader at the PVHS GSA and a founding member of the STRANGE Project, 
she is indispensable to these organizations. Liz, both figuratively and literally 
goes the extra mile for causes she cares about; she travels independently 
via public transit and her skateboard to countywide Gay Straight Alliance 
events. Within her school, her thoughtfulness and grounded confidence cre-
ate a safe, welcoming space for new GSA members. With her friend Adrian 
Nunez, Liz helped create the Wall of Support, which spotlighted allies to 
queer youth in her high school staff. She and Adrian also led a workshop at 
the Youth Empowerment Summit in San Francisco, called “How to Have a 
Kick-ass Coming Out Day.” Liz is creative, passionate, full of ideas for her high 
school GSA and is always there for students who need a friend.



Queer Youth Leadership Award
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Nikki Olivas — AwArdee

Student, Scotts Valley High School
At SVHS, Nikki Olivas takes queer activism far beyond the Gay Straight Alli-
ance. She reaches out to other clubs and student organizations to organize 
meetings on queer issues, and discusses queer issues in theatre groups. Her 
efforts educate many more students at SVHS and make the school a bet-
ter place for all queer students. Additionally, she is president of her school’s 
GSA. As a leader within the GSA, she supports and uplifts all queer and trans 
students. Her activism extends beyond education and support; Nikki also 
created a petition to bring gender-neutral bathrooms for the emotional and 
physical safety of trans and gender nonconforming students. Through her 
intensive outreach efforts, Nikki obtained over 200 signatures for the peti-
tion. Nikki is a strong leader at her Episcopal church, inspiring other queer 
students who practice religious faiths.



Queer Youth Leadership Award
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Asarrah Bohbot — NomiNee 
Student, Soquel High School

Asarrah Bohbot Butler has transformed the Gender and Sexual Diversity Club 
(formerly the Gay Straight Alliance) at Soquel High School. Under their two-year 
leadership, the Gender and Sexual Diversity Club has increased in membership 
and activity within the school. Asarrah organized the first annual school Rainbow 
Door event, spearheaded a fundraiser to raise money for trans people’s health 
care, coordinated tabling at school events and created a calendar of queer events 
at school.  As a leader, Asarah is dedicated to supporting and empowering queer 
students, they is very capable as a planner, organizer, friend and mentor. Asarrah 
welcomes and honors all club members, which keeps students coming back to 
the Gender and Sexual Diversity Club, week after week. They is always there as a 
friend, educator and mentor, spending significant time and energy working one-
on-one with students who need support.

Grayson Winchel — NomiNee 
Student, Scotts Valley High School

Grayson Winchel has grown into a promising young leader after becoming involved 
in the SVHS GSA his first year of high school. Grayson has worked hard to increase 
safety on campus and educate campus community members about gender and 
sexuality. He is the Vice President of the GSA and attended the Youth Empowerment 
Summit in San Francisco, where he learned more about queer issues and youth ac-
tivism. He helped in the meeting between the school administration, GSA and Safe 
Schools Project to better serve all students on campus. Currently, Grayson’s activism 
centers on challenging his school administration and community to be more ac-
cepting. He is raising awareness of the need for gender-neutral restrooms for trans* 
and non-binary students, and advocates instituting a mandatory Acceptance As-
sembly.  Grayson’s growth as a leader and activist is remarkable as he has accom-
plished all of this while dealing with challenging circumstances.

Felicia Davidson — NomiNee 
Student, Pájaro Valley High School 

Felicia Davidson is a passionate and outspoken activist for mental health 
care within the school system. She is very aware of the vast need for mental 
health care, having helped suicidal queer students get mental health care. 
Felicia is no stranger to the intricacies of bureaucracies, as she regularly at-
tends PVUSD board and Watsonville City Council meetings and is a member 
of the Youth City Council. She notices when students are struggling or need 
support, and is skilled at helping fellow students navigate the support ser-
vices of PVHS. As well being a champion for queer youth and mental health 
care, she serves her community in many other ways; she founded a chapter 
of the community service club Interact at her school and volunteers exten-
sively within the community. Through her volunteer work, she has racked up 
an impressive total of 1,500 community service hours. 



Queer Youth Leadership Award
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Jade Hosler — NomiNee

Student, Santa Cruz High School
In junior high school, Jade Hosler overcame homophobic bullying so extreme 
it forced her to transfer schools. When she entered Santa Cruz High School, 
she was determined to create community and protect other students from 
facing what she faced, so she revived the lapsed GSA. Jade petitioned peers, 
found an advisor, and handled the paperwork to make the club a reality. Her 
GSA has grown to five student officers and many dedicated members. As for-
mer co-president, Jade continues to provide empathy and support to other 
queer students. Those who know her talk about how her caring leadership 
has improved the lives of many queer students. Jade has seen firsthand how 
painful it is to be bullied, and she challenges those who would bully others. 
She values the safe space that the GSA provides, and continues to come up 
with ideas for how to improve the club.

Karen Jimenez — NomiNee

Student, Aptos High School
Karen Jimenez is a passionate, highly involved student at Aptos High School, 
helping lead programs for queer students and the general student body. 
As secretary of the Rainbow Alliance, Karen is extremely organized, even 
helping the new Club Advisor settle into the role. She is also involved in the 
Associated Student Body and the Rise Above Club. She presented at a pep 
rally and helped lead a program called 21 Days of Kindness, where students 
pledged to do a daily act of kindness for three weeks. She was so committed 
to 21 Days of Kindness she trekked all over campus, signing students up for 
the program. Those who know her comment on her optimism and positive 
attitude. She has struggled with personal issues, but she takes initiative as 
a student to stay on top of coursework. Karen shows up with a smile on her 
face to every project she undertakes.

AAMS ,
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Kendra Smith — NomiNee 
Student, Pájaro Valley High School 

For Kendra Smith, everyday life is a revolutionary act. As a trans* student, 
Kendra shows monumental bravery in being out and visible. Never hiding 
their identity, Kendra attends school in heels and skinny jeans. This bravery 
is even more impressive considering that Kendra is only fourteen years old, 
an age when many students are afraid to come out with their true gender or 
sexual identity. Although she is only a first year high school student, Kendra 
is already building community within Pájaro Valley High School. Kendra has 
formed strong trusting bonds with the principal, campus security, and coun-
selors. She is also involved in student groups. Kendra is an active, passionate 
member of the PVHS Gay Straight Alliance and is constantly coming up with 
ideas for the club. Those who know Kendra, find her to be a beautiful and 
inspiring young person.

Nicole Getzschmann — NomiNee 
Student, Aptos High School 

Nicole Getzschmann is a proud queer leader in her community at Aptos 
High School. Out as queer since seventh grade, Nicole has reinvigorated her 
school’s Rainbow Alliance, eventually becoming president as a senior. Nicole 
came back from an event with BAYMAC, a political action group for queer 
and trans* people, brimming with new ideas for the Rainbow Alliance. She 
was instrumental in coordinating the Rainbow Alliance’s trip to attend the 
Youth Empowerment Summit in San Francisco. As a high school student, Ni-
cole was recognized for her dedication and leadership with a nomination 
for Homecoming King. Although she did not win the place of Homecom-
ing King, merely being nominated is a powerful statement about her impact 
within her school. Besides her work with Rainbow Alliance, Nicole is also an 
LBGT intern with the Aptos-Capitola Rotary Club, where she helps make her 
high school a safer place.

QYLA 2016
Volunteer! Be part of the team!

www.QYLA.org
Help plan the 2016 awards
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Nilu Mashian — NomiNee

Student, Pacific Collegiate School
When Nilu Mashian was only in eighth grade, she came out to the Pacific 
Collegiate School Rainbow Alliance. Her poise and confidence impressed 
her peers, and they immediately welcomed her into the fold. She quickly 
became known as the Rainbow Alliance’s most reliable volunteer. By ninth 
grade, Nilu became the president of Rainbow Alliance, a position she held for 
two years. She has helped organize many events for the queer community at 
her high school, such as Coming Out Day and Acceptance Week. Nilu encour-
ages students of all ages to get involved in the Rainbow Alliance, when new 
students begin to get involved, Nilu is there to help create a warm, friendly 
environment for them and their allied friends. She is a wonderful role model 
who excels in academics, cello, and choir.

Reyna Preciado — NomiNee

Student, Delta Charter High School
Reyna Preciado is a firebrand within their school’s Queer-Straight Alliance, 
and has been since the club’s inception. Reyna is never afraid to call out in-
justice or give constructive criticism, even within their own community. Rey-
na is well informed about social justice, especially issues that affect queer 
youth. Within the QSA, Reyna rallies students to action and has helped craft 
the club’s mission statement to reflect a commitment to social justice. They 
is known as being results-driven, passionate — and they get results. Reyna 
has helped bring Delta Charter students to the Youth Empowerment Sum-
mit in San Francisco, pushed STRANGE to offer Queer Camp; is currently in-
terning at Media Watch, where they work toward change and at Youth Led 
Radio through Delta Charter’s Real World Linked Learning Program. Over the 
years, Reyna’s work has transformed into a confident and poised activist.

Valo Kalvan — NomiNee

Student, San Lorenzo Valley High School
Valo Kalvan is an activist for trans and gender nonconforming youth and 
a leader of the SLVHS QSA. They are vocal about their commitment to this 
cause, educating and speaking up around campus to raise awareness about 
the issues that lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, and queer students face. As an 
advocate for trans and gender nonconforming students, Valo is starting a 
movement to bring gender neutral restrooms to the SLVHS campus. Gen-
der neutral restrooms allow trans and gender nonconforming youth to have 
safe access to necessary facilities. Valo is a trusted confidant within the queer 
community at their school. Valo helps peers and friends transition, and sup-
ports all students undergoing the journey of discovery in regards to sexuality 
and identity. Their thoughtful presence and leadership helps keep the Queer 
Straight Alliance a safer and more supportive place for all queer youth.

Queer Youth Leadership Award
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1723 Mission St.
3701 Portola Dr.
1443 Capitola Rd. 
www.coffeetopia.com

espresso
brew-bar

cold-brew on tap
smoothies

bagels
pastries

art 
local flavor
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Ally to Queer Youth Award

2015 Ally to Queer Youth Award

Diseñados para honrar a los aliados de todas las edades que hayan contribuido de 
manera importante a mejorar las vidas de los jóvenes Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Trans-
gender o Intersex (GLBTI) y los jóvenes que tienen familia GLBTI.

Un premio honorario.
Estos premios están dedicados a quienes trabajan 
para crear o apoyar ambientes seguros para los 
jóvenes Gay. Por ejemplo, a través de la creación 
de grupos de apoyo, el aumentar la visibilidad 
de los jóvenes Gay, el invitar a oradores “Gay” 
a las clases, grupos cuyo objetivo es oponerse a 
cualquier discriminación en contra de la gente 
Gay.    

Designed to honor an ally of any age who has made significant contributions to  
improving the lives of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender or Intersex (GLBTI) 
youth and youth who have GLBTI family members.

One non-monetary awards is given.
These awards are for allies who actively work  
to create safe spaces for Queer Youth.  Examples 
include, creating support groups, increasing 
visibility of Queer Youth, inviting Queer 
speakers, or countering Queer oppression by 
stopping anti-queer slurs.     

2015 Reconocimientos Para Los Aliados a 
Jóvenes “Gay”
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Ally to Queer Youth Award

Calista Getzschmann — NomiNee 
Student, Aptos Junior High School 

Calista Getzschmann is a wonderful ally to her sister, Nicole, who identifies 
as a lesbian. Whether Nicole needs a hug, a shoulder to cry on or just some-
one who will listen, Calista is there for her. Calista’s allyship extends far be-
yond her family; working with Aptos Junior High teacher, Leslie Smith, Calis-
ta has revitalized the Aptos Junior High School GSA. This gives the junior 
high school students a place to be themselves and build community, which 
is very important to have at such a young age. Calista is a proud, outspoken 
ally to queer teens, she is not afraid to stand up for her family or for what she 
believes in. In support of her sister, she attended a BAYMEC (an LGBT political 
action group) dinner with her family. Calista is looking forward to growing as 
an ally by joining the Rainbow Alliance when she starts at Aptos High School 
next year.

Dr. Jen Hastings, MD — AwArdee 
Director, Transgender Healthcare Program, Planned Parenthood Mar Monte

Dr. Jen Hastings has been a dedicated professional working with trans* youth, 
helping them to get the medication, hormone therapy, and counseling services 
that they need. Additionally, Jen trains medical and hospital staff in the prop-
er etiquette for working with trans* patients. As a local health practitioner for 
Planned Parenthood, Jen is more than a physician, Jen is a loving and attentive 
ear motivated by the desire to offer safe, quality health care to a demographic 
that is often mistreated by the medical community. Dr. Hastings is a tireless ad-
vocate, who has made a significant impact on the medical practitioners that 
serve the youth as well as the youth themselves. Jen has made it a priority to 
educate and be educated about the unique and ever changing demographic 
Jen advocates for. Jen’s work may largely be behind the scenes, but the impact 
can be easily seen in the vibrant healthy faces of our youth!

Christine Weigen — NomiNee 
Family Doctor, Planned Parenthood Mar Monte Westside

Chris Weigen is a family doctor who is passionate about providing healthcare 
to trans* people. Over a decade ago, she began working with Jen Hastings 
on the Planned Parenthood standards and guidelines for transgender care, 
which helps teach other healthcare providers how to best provide medical 
care for their trans* patients, while being sensitive to the social issues sur-
rounding the trans* community. This is vital work, because trans* people are 
a marginalized group who often have unique medical needs and concerns. 
After thirty years, Chris retired from Planned Parenthood in Mountain View. 
Still interested in continuing to provide healthcare to trans* people, she be-
gan coming to the Westside Planned Parenthood in June 2014. As a doctor, 
she is immensely compassionate and collaborative, she cares deeply about 
increasing access to healthcare for all people.



Ally to Queer Youth Award
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Guillermina Carrillo — NomiNee 
Parent Coordinator for Pájaro Valley High School

Mina Carrillo is the parent many queer kids wish they had—supportive, with 
a heart of gold; Mina has jumped with both feet into her role as the parent 
coordinator for all PVHS students. She leads meetings, chaperones field trips 
and events, including the Youth Empowerment Summit in San Francisco. 
She does everything in her power to defend queer youth. She also pushes 
other parents to accept their queer children. She famously told a parent, “If 
you can’t find a way to accept your child, you will lose them. Whether it’s to 
suicide, drugs, or something else, you will lose them.” That parent did even-
tually choose to accept their child. Students seek Mina because of her kind 
and open presence at the school. All of this is especially impressive since 
Mina has only been involved as a Parent Coordinator at PVHS one school 
year!

Erica Murphy — NomiNee

Social Emotional Counselor, Pájaro Valley High School
Erica Murphy, the Social Emotional Counselor at Pájaro Valley High School, 
is a long time and devoted supporter of queer youth. Students in the Pájaro 
Valley QSA rave about her caring nature and dedication. Erica Murphy is the 
faculty advisor to the QSA, but she goes above and beyond her role as fac-
ulty advisor. She has helped expand the organization to ten times the size 
of its founding members, and helped plan many events to build community 
and raise awareness of the issues queer students face. She has also helped 
QSA youth attend conferences, some as near as the Bay Area and some as far 
as Atlanta, Georgia. Students have faith in her unflagging support and know 
they can go to her for help regarding issues of sexuality, gender, and bully-
ing. Besides her work with queer students, Erica is known as an advocate for 
all students at PVHS. Recipient of the 2012 Ally to Queer Youth Award.

Helena Epps — NomiNee

Program Coordinator, Transgender Health Care Program, West Side Planned Parenthood
Beginning in college, when she worked to increase admissions for queer and 
trans students at Scripps College, Helena Epps has been fighting for queer and 
trans youth. She is program coordinator for the transgender health care program 
at the West Side Planned Parenthood, where she assists trans people with 
navigating every aspect of the medical side of being trans. Helena’s duties range 
from getting letters for surgery to organizing appointments and calling patients 
about lab care. She also updates and manages sc-transonline.org, a website for 
trans people to learn about community resources available to them, ways they 
can access medical, mental health care, and legal aid. Helena is committed to 
learning as much as she can about the health needs of the trans community. 
She plans to become a doctor, and is excited to continue providing health 
care and advocacy for queer and trans people throughout her medical career.
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Ally to Queer Youth Award

Sylvia Gerbl — NomiNee 
Founder/Educator of The Secret Garden Preschool, La Selva Beach

For decades, Sylvia Gerbl was a champion against racism, sexism and 
homophobia. During her career as an educator, Sylvia worked to prevent 
bullying before bullying was a buzzword. She helped parents accept their 
child’s sexuality and gender identity, and encouraged her students to accept 
their own identity, to love themselves. An active member of the La Selva Beach 
Community Church, Sylvia was a founder of the La Selva Peace Day Project, a 
multi-denominational Peace Day celebration. Within her church, Sylvia pushed 
for an Open & Affirming policy, which welcomes queer and trans individuals. 
She helped bring Kate Kendall, of the National Center for Lesbian Rights, to 
speak at the church. At the age of 94, Sylvia was still marching in the Santa Cruz 
Pride Parade. Sadly, Sylvia passed away, days after being nominated for this 
award. She lives on in the good works she has done and the lives she touched.

Jane Weed-Pomerantz — NomiNee

Educator, Positive Discipline Lead Trainer 
Jane Weed-Pomerantz gives families and educators the tools they need to sup-
port queer youth. Working with Positive Discipline Community Resources she 
took the initiative to reach out to the families and educators of queer youth, as 
well as the youth themselves. Jane’s workshop, ‘Parenting with Positive Disci-
pline for LGBTQ Families,’ is based in the philosophy of Positive Discipline. Her 
goal is to help build mutual understanding between parents, educators and 
queer youth. Jane is an excellent teacher, always open to learning from the 
people she works with. Jane makes sure to educate herself on issues of sexual-
ity and gender, so that she can understand more about young people. Jane is 
a fierce advocate for human rights and for the creation of mutually respectful 
relationships. She knows how vital healthy relationships are in order to thrive 
and wants all youth to have many supportive relationships in their lives.

Jayda Aldrich    — NomiNee

Student, New Brighton Middle School
Jayda Aldrich fights to end bullying at New Brighton Middle School. She 
cares deeply about bullying and harassment, standing her ground against 
bullies and telling them that their school does not allow intolerance. She has 
increased the GSA membership by four members, and has been working to 
plan events such as the Genderbread Men lunch, No Name Calling Week, 
Day of Silence, and a day dedicated to getting the word out about the GSA. 
Few students at New Brighton Middle School are out as queer, but Jayda and 
the GSA are dedicated to raising awareness, ending bullying, and helping 
create an environment where students feel safe to come out. Jayda’s GSA 
has successfully supported trans students and helped them come out to 
their families. Jayda has a huge heart and cares deeply about helping  others. 
Even her teachers cite her as inspirational!
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The Secret Garden
 by Sam Blake

Many times the child came to her, his
bewildered face squinched and anxious

as he peered at the soft wrinkles around her eyes.
Who am I? he would ask her.

You are a gift, she’d reply. You are a garden
in which the whole world will blossom. And the child

would laugh and run off to trace maps
of unseen worlds with his fingertips in the sand.

Later the child would ask
But why do you say I’m a gift?

I’ve spent a long time learning to see she’d say.
I see the light inside you even when you’re not here
just as you can hear the waves on the beach at night

when the ocean is a starless black sky.
And each night at her house
he would listen to the waves.

Every time he saw her, as he grew, he’d
bring her his questions. And she’d remind him

of the garden, of the place within
that did not age, only flowered without end.

He returned to listen, even as an adult
eager to absorb whatever light would seep in.

When he sat with her a final time
he held her gnarled hand, her shape beneath the covers

like a birch bough bending heavy with snow.
There were so many more questions to ask

before her existence released itself into exhaustion.
How do I thank you? Did I learn enough? What will be left of my garden

after you are gone?
But before he could speak, she pulled his head down

to the pillow next to hers,
her breath coming in uneven spurts

and whispered into his ear

Oh, Sam. Isn’t it a miracle?
Isn’t it a miracle?

Reprinted with permission.

Sylvia Gerbl
August 27, 1919 - February 19, 2015
Sylvia Gerbl was the founder of The Secret Garden Preschool in La Selva Beach. Sylvia
passed away just days after being nominated for a Queer Youth Ally award. Her grandson,
Sam wrote this touching poem for her memorial service of how she touched his life and the
lives of many others by being accepting and celebrating each person for being just the way
they were born—perfect.
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2015 Organizational Alliance to Queer Youth Award

2015 Reconocimientos Organizados Por 
Los Aliados a Jóvenes “Gay”

Diseñados para honrar a los aliados de todas las edades que hayan contribuido de 
manera importante a mejorar las vidas de los jóvenes Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Trans-
gender o Intersex (GLBTI) en el Condado de Santa Cruz.

Un premio honorario.
Ha demostrado su liderazgo sirviendo a los 
jovénes Gay.    

Designed to honor an ally of any age who has made significant contributions to  
improving the lives of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender or Intersex (GLBTI) 
youth and youth in Santa Cruz County.

One non-monetary awards is given.
This organization has shown leadership in 
serving Queer youth.     
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We Proudly Celebrate 

All Central Coast 
QYLA 2015 Honorees 

We are an open and affirming community 
 Sundays: Jazz and Choral Services 

Fellowship & education for all ages 
 1st Fridays: Taizé Services 
 Weddings and Holy Unions 

831.426.2010 – peaceunited.org 

 

Dignity Health Dominican Hospital 
— AwArdee

Dignity Health Dominican Hospital is committed to 
addressing health disparities between the general 
population and queer and trans* people. A major step in 
this process was educating medical personnel in hospital 
and outpatient settings about the transgender community. 
The hospital collaborated with the Diversity Center to bring 
Dr. Jennifer Hastings, an expert in the field of transgender 
health, to train more than 200 Dignity Health and Palo Alto 
Medical Foundation medical staff on trans* health issues. 
Though not every provider has been trained, this training 
has kicked off a cultural change at Dominican Hospital. 
Many health care providers are now educated on how to 
work with trans* patients, and how to honor the identities 
and the lives of trans patients. There is a shortage of medical 
staff who know how to work with trans* patients, which 
makes this work even more necessary. Training healthcare 
professionals means that trans* and queer people accessing 
any kind of medical care will now be treated with more 
dignity, respect, and compassion. 

Organizational Ally to Queer Youth Award
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Cypress Charter High School 
Queer-Straight Alliance (QSA) 
— NomiNee 

The Cypress Charter High School QSA is committed to 
community education and activism. This organization has 
educated parents, staff, and students about gender and 
sexual diversity and how important safe spaces are to trans*, 
queer, and gender nonconforming youth. They also work 
directly with and for these students to help them in their 
daily lives. They have sponsored a clothing swap for gender 
non-conforming youth to exchange clothes, and pushing 
for gender neutral bathrooms and more awareness of how 
important chosen pronouns are to the people who choose 
them. They collaborate with other campus organizations 
to create safe spaces and support students’ mental health 
by hosting suicide awareness workshops. Students are 
directly involved in creating and running these projects. For 
example, students arranged a parent information session 
for the March Parents’ Night, and raised money to buy a 
button maker to make buttons that raise awareness of 
personal gender pronouns.

PFLAG Santa Cruz County 
— NomiNee    

PFLAG (Parents, Family, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) 
provides support, education, and advocacy for the LGBTQIQ 
community, their family, and friends. PFLAG works with 
Santa Cruz County families of LGBTQIQ people to encourage 
acceptance and love, as well as to provide support. PFLAG 
has teamed up with the STRANGE Project to hold coffee 
meetups for the parents of the youth during their events. At 
community events like Santa Cruz Pride, The SF Gay Men’s 
Chorus Holiday Event, and QYLA, PFLAG is there tabling, 
providing support and resources to parents, grandparents, 
and families of queer youth. Support from PFLAG helps 
families do a better job at accepting and supporting their 
LGBTQIQ children. Expect to see more of PFLAG in coming 
years. PFLAG recently won a Community Foundation Grant, 
which will help them increase community outreach and 
support to more LGBTQIQ families and youth.

Organizational Ally to Queer Youth Award
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Congratulations to all of the courageous
participants of this and past years' QYLA.

You are true Americans.
We in the medical community support and admire your honest living and social activism.

Stay honest.
Respect yourself.

Make all your sex safe.
All ways.

Charles Singer RN, L.Ac., M.Ac.,DNBOA
Licensed Acupuncturist and Registered Nurse

Charles Singer has practiced Five Element Acupuncture for 24 years in Santa Cruz County.
You can receive treatment at the following addresses.

50 Penny Lane
Watsonville, CA 95076
768-1000

8065 Aptos Street
Aptos, CA 95003
685-1800
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Thank you to our prestigious 2015 QYLA Judges

Carlos Palacios

Santa Cruz County Deputy County Administrator

Born and raised in New Mexico, and now calls Watsonville his home
town.  Carlos has a bachelor’s in accounting from University of
Albuquerque, and a Master’s degree from Princeton University’s

Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. Carlos worked for the City of Watson-
ville for the past 22 years, 18 of which he was the City Manager.  In January, he took the post of
Deputy County Administrator for Santa Cruz County.

Emma Hawkins

Queer Youth Leadership Awardee, 2012
Student, Cabrillo College

Emma Hawkins is attending Cabrillo College and is transferring to
CSMUB to earn a degree in Hospitality Management. She won the

Queer Youth Leadership Award in 2012, and is very dedicated to helping LGBTQ rights and
understanding. She is honored to be a judge in this year’s QYL Awards and can’t wait to see what
our area’s youth is doing to better the LGBTQ community.

Jade Hosler

Queer Youth Leadershiop Awardee, 2014
Student, Santa Cruz High School

Jade became active in advocacy work starting her fist year of high
school. Like some queer youth, middle school had been a time of

struggle and lack of acceptance. After much bullying, Jade's family decided to home school her
and it was during this time that Jade was able to come out. Jade witnessed first hand the struggle
that many of her queer friends endured and this led to Jade's becoming a queer youth activist.



Kate Kaufman

Retired Mental Health Program Supervisor
LGBTQ Activist

Originally from New York City, Kate Kaufman, has been a California
resident for the past 45 years.  A Licensed Marriage and Family
Therapist, Kate retired from Santa Cruz County Children's Mental Health where she was a
Program Supervisor.  Kate is Co-Author (with Ellen Bass) of "Free Your Mind: The Book for Gay
Lesbian and Bisexual Youth--and Their Allies".  Kate was a founding member of: Triangle Speak-
ers, Santa Cruz PFLAG, Full Spectrum Chorus, and Santa Cruz County Task Force for LGBT Youth,
and the Queer Youth Leadership Awards.

Lynn Harrison

Behavioral Health Program Manager
Santa Cruz County Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services

Born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland, Lynn Harrison has been a
resident of California for 40 years, and has lived in and worked for the
County of Santa Cruz as a Behavioral Health Program Manager for the last 15 years.  Lynn has a
Bachelor’s degree in Social Welfare, a Master’s in Social Work degree from the University of
Connecticut, and is a Certified Addictions Treatment Counselor.  Active in advocacy for Social
Justice, Lynn has facilitated workshops that focus on raising the consciousness of Oneness,
while celebrating diversity.

Molly Schrank

Queer Youth Leadership Awardee, 2013
Student, Harbor High School

Molly Schrank is a junior at Harbor High School. She won a QYLA in
2013 for her work with the Small School's Rainbow Alliance. She
wrote, directed, and produced a play about homeless youth based on Todd Strasser's novel, "Can't
Get There From Here" as a fundraiser for the Rebele Family Shelter. Molly is currently President
of the Harbor High QSA. She is excited to continue this work, along with directing her school's
spring musical and pursuing her goal of a career in nursing.

Judge Timothy Volkmann

Superior Court Judge
Santa Cruz County

Judge Timothy Volkmann was born and raised in Wisconsin.  He has
lived in California for 39 years with Santa Cruz being his home since
1980.  He received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin and his law degree from
Santa Clara School of Law.  He was an accomplished civil attorney, a partner with the law firm
Burton, Volkmann & Schmal LLP, before being appointed as a Santa Cruz County Superior Court
Judge in 2008.
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Check us out at www.newleaf.com

Great selection 

of Local and

Artisanal Cheeses
Hot Bar and 

Salad Bar

Largest 

selection of Local and 

Organic Produce

Select Local 
Wine and 

Beer

Made-to-Order

 Sandwiches MARKET & CATERING

Thank You
QYLA!

831-724-4544

www.dlacolmenacatering.com
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Thank You to our Co-Sponsors
Ace’s Flowers
Aire Software
Aizen Dimas and Aldo Rincon
American Civil Liberties Union Santa Cruz County Chapter (ACLU)
Bay Area Municipal Electrons Committee (BAYMEC)
Brad Willis & Tony Pusathai
Cabrillo College
Charles Singer, RN, L.Ac.
Coffeetopia
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County
Cruzio
Cynthia Druley
Dignity Health Dominican Hospital
Emergency Medical Group (Emergency Room Physicians)
Encompass Community Services
First 5 Santa Cruz County
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) - Watsonville
Friends of Kathy Goldenkranz
Friends of Mark Stone
Friends of QYLA
Heidi and Ron Koronkowski
In Memory of Connor Cockerham
Inner Light Ministries
Legend Theatrical
Macaroni Marketing
Out In Our Faith
Pajaro Valley Unified School District (PVUSD)
Pat Dellin, fused glass artist
Patrick LeCuyer & Dan Gold
Peace United Church of Christ
PFLAG Santa Cruz County
Rainbow Speakers & Friends of Monterey County
Ralph Alpert
Safe Schools Project
San Lorenzo Valley High School Queer-Straight Alliance (QSA)
San Lorenzo Valley Unified School District (SLVUSD)
Santa Cruz City Schools (SCCS)
Santa Cruz County Office of Education (COE)
Santa Cruz Sentinel
Sheri and Richard Watson- Riley
The Diversity Center
Temple Beth El
Tony Russomanno
Transfamily Support Group
UC Santa Cruz Community & Government Relations

Recognizing Our Co-Sponsors

Thank You to our Supporters
Alan Ronay
Alba Organics
Angela Firpo and Chris Martorana
Area Distributors
Assemblymember Mark Stone, California State Assembly, 29th 
District
Bea Rosenstein
Black China Bakery
Bookshop Santa Cruz
Boys and Girls Club of Santa Cruz
Cantú Queer Center at UCSC
Cheryl Rebottaro, Edward Jones
CJ de Heer, Coldwell Banker
Closet Free Radio Show, KZSC
Community Printers
Connie Batten
Dharma’s Restaurant, Bernie Shapiro
Eileen S. Hamilton
Encompass Community Services
eQuality Scholarship Collaborative
G. Schulz, Architect
Gail D. Levine
Growing Up in Santa Cruz
Horizon Specialties
Iversen Design
Just Desserts
KUSP 88.9FM
La Selva Beach Community Church
Larry Almonte
Leslie Smith
Leonard Santos
Marie Henley
New Leaf Community Markets
Out in Santa Cruz Radio Show, KSCO
Ron Indra
Saturn Café
Senator Bill Monning, California State Senate, 17th District
Silver Spur
The Bagelry, John Hamstra
The Ugly Mug
Tony’s Fine Foods
Trans* Teen Project
United Way of Santa Cruz County
Valerie VanderLaan
Wiggsy Siversten

Reconocimiento a los Copatrocinadores
The Queer Youth Leadership Awards are produced by the Queer Youth Task Force of Santa 
Cruz County, a fiscally sponsored agent of The Diversity Center. Visit us: www.QYTF.org

Photography provided by Rebecca Stark Photography
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Bruce Van Allen
~ Election Campaign Data & Services
~ Targeted Marketing for Nonprofits

& Small Businesses

PO Box 839
Santa Cruz, CA 95061

831.429.1688
bva@cruzio.com

stylistwithaflair.blogspot.com

stylistwithaflair@gmail.com
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Advertising - Stuart Rosenstein    
Catering -Adrian Gonzales, D’La Colmena Market & Catering 
Decorations - Ryan Maganini    
Desserts - PFLAG of Santa Cruz County
Desserts - Valerie VanderLaan & Marie Henley  
Emcees - Karen Jimenez & Sean McEwen  
Flowers - Amy Scott, Ace’s Flowers   
Fundraising - Stuart Rosenstein    
Graphic Artist - Alan Ronay    
Judging - Alicia Nájera     
Judging Facilitators- Andrew Purchin & Kathy Cytron 
Lighting & Stage - Legend Theatrical   
Nominations - John Seltzer
Photography - Rebecca Stark, Rebecca Stark Photography 
 

Press - Adam Spickler
Program Production - Jordan Iversen, Iversen Design
Program Production Assistance - Elliott Brown 
QYLA Project Coordinator - Sheri Watson-Riley
QYLA Project Coordinator,  Assistant - Steph Chan
Red Carpet - Dean Maynard
Red Carpet Hosts - Felicia Davidson & Nilu Mashian
Resource Fair - Dean Maynard
Stage Manager - Bonnie Ronzio
Stage Manager, Assistant - Charlie Singer
Tickets & Will-Call - Tracy Cockerham
Video Production - Jeromie Whalen
Volunteer Coordinator - Joe Cosentino
Writer - Maya Desai
2015 QYLA Theme - San Lorenzo Valley High School QSA

Thanking Our Volunteers
Agradecimientos a los Voluntarios

We thank the community members who donated their time and who supported the 
project to help make the 2015 Queer Youth Leadership Awards possible

Many of the beautiful masks displayed at the 2015 QYLA have been created in a collaboration with
 Subjects to Change, the Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History’s (MAH) teen program. 

With participation from local students, these masks aim to convey the vision of this year’s theme established 
by the students at San Lorenzo Valley High School Queer-Straight Alliance (QSA).

LGBTQIA Celebration of Self: A Masquerade Ball
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Programs:
Some of the programs of the Safe Schools Project include:
✓ Safe School Liaisons
✓ Queer Youth Updates
✓ Internships
✓ QSA/GSA Summits 
✓ Safe School Resources✓ Community Action Teams✓ Curriculum Development ✓ Leadership Conferences 

Contact the SSP:
Ron Indra, Coordinator 

ron.indra@QYTF.org
www.QYTF.org   l  (831) 427-4014

Mission Statement:
The mission of the Safe Schools Project of Santa Cruz County is to raise awareness of the hostile atmosphere queer youth face on 
school campuses in Santa Cruz County, advocate for the enforcement of AB 537, The California Student Safety & Violence Prevention 
Act of 2000, and be a catalyst for action in each Santa Cruz County school district to make schools safer for all youth. Funded, in 
part, by the County Mental Health Act.

Objectives:

✓ Identify “safe 
persons” (faculty and 
staff) within each school 
district regarding AB 537 
enforcement.

✓ Work with PTA’s, Site 
Council’s, adult allies, 
and “community teams” 
within each school 
district.

✓ Work with school 
administrators to create 
a “safe schools 
campaign” within each 
school district.

✓ Raise awareness of 
each school district’s 
enforcement of AB537.

✓ Maintain a resource 
website for the Safe 
Schools Project in English 
and Spanish. 

OF SAnTA CRUz COUnTY A Project of the Queer Youth Task Force of Santa Cruz County

The Safe Schools Project of Santa 
Cruz County (SSP) works in collabora-
tion with local schools and local and 
state-wide community organizations 
to help guarantee the enforcement 
AB 537 locally, avoid duplication in 
resources and services, and utilize 
successful models where they may 
exist to support safer schools for LGBTIQ 
youth and their allies. The overall goal 
of SSP is for every queer and queer-
friendly student, parent, and staff 
person in the K-12 system within Santa 
Cruz County to be knowledgeable of 
AB 537 and the rights that each student 
has to be safe on campus free from 
bullying or harassment.

Overview:
Under the California Student Safety 
and Violence Prevention Act of 2000 
(AB 537), all California public schools 
have a duty to protect students 
from discrimination and/or harass-
ment on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity. The California 
Safe Schools Coalition authored 
a report in 2004, The Safe Place To 
Learn Report, highlighting that when 
students are empowered with the 
knowledge of their safety rights and 
when school administrators enforce 
AB 537, schools have proven to be 
safer for ALL students.

 

Community Support:
The Task Force is asking for community support 
in two ways: volunteer support and financial 
support.
 
Volunteers who have experience with school 
districts or who have a general interest in 
supporting safer schools are encouraged to 
help the project meet its objectives.
 
Currently, SSP is operating with funds derived 
from the County Mental Health Act and 
community donations. In addition to securing 
funding for the coordinator and research assistant 
in 2014, SSP seeks to expand the project by 
securing funds for:
 

• Stipends for four youth internships

• Travel expenses for youth conferences

• Printing expenses for AB537 resources

• Advertising in local publications


